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lutions of stockholders of U.S. bank; Lousiana, govern- 
or’s message; Ohio, extract from governor’s message, re- 
solutions respecting q conor Indiana,. governor's 
message, extract from; Wiskonsan, extract from govern- 

8s me e. ; 
“Laer oF GEN. James TatLmanceE before the Ame- 
rican Institute. 

ProceepINGs IN CONGRESS. 

CHRONICLE. 


CONGRESS. 

In the house of representatives, the series of reso- 
lutions offered-by Mr. Fillmore was finally disposed 
of on Monday last. The subject of discrimination 
was referred to the committee on manufactures. 

In the senate, the exchequer scheme continues to 
be the unfinished business of debate. On Thursday, 
Mr. Woodbury advocated its reference to a select 
committee, after which, a motion for adjournment 
over to Monday next, prevailed. 











FOREIGN ARTICLES. 
CUBA. 

A correspondent of the N. Y. Express at Havana, 
December 15, says: On the 9th instant the Intendant 
published an order for the suppression of eleven of 
the nineteen monasteries existing in the island, and 
sequestration for the benefit of the state of the entire 
church property, excepting that of the nunneries, 
amounting to several millions. For the support of 
the monks he has assigned them a small pension, and 
also a fixed sum to be paid annually by the state to 
different churches for the maintenance of religious 
worship. The begging orders are prohibited asking 
alms in the street, as they would thereby have an 
advantage over the other orders whose property has 
been sequestrated. ‘Those monks who secularize are 
to have a pension one-fourth greater than those who 
retain their habit. All the sacred vessels are to be 
distributed among the poor churches. Of these 
nineteen convents, seven are in the city, containing 
one hundred and thirty-four monks and novices. But 
three convents are left; and, as their rents are taken 
away, most of the mons and all the novices will 
secularize. Another measure in agitation by our 
ages intendant is a reduction of the tariff. He 

as appointed a commission to take the subject into 
consideration, and has invited, through the press, the 
merchants and all who feel interested in the subject 
to address him their views. It is rumored that he 
has already decided on the abolition of duties on ex- 
rts. These alterations, however, will not proba- 
ly go into operation before the middle and perhaps 
end of next year. 
MEXICO. 


VesseLs or war. The N. Y. American of Jan. 3 
says, that two fine schooners, which, for some days, 
have been laying off Jersey city, apparently intended 
for revenue cutters, and destined for Mexico, were 
detained aot by order of the government on 
the ground of being designed for vessels of war, and 
fitted out, armed, manned and equipped contrary to 
the statute, in such cases made and provided. 

The revenue cutter was directed to anchor be- 
tween them, and forbid their departure. The ves- 
sels are commanded, the one by capt. Howard, who 
took out one of the steamships of war built here last 
year for Mexico, the other by capt. Martin. 

_If, as in the case of those steamships and the Rus- 
sian frigate Kamskatcha, these schooners had not 
been armed and manned, they would not have been 
in jeopardy of the law; but each of these vessels 
has a heavy Paixhan gun amidships, and its com- 
plement of carronades, together with a crew of fifty 
men. 

' The vessels were built by Bell & Brown, and cost 

$68,000. We presume the case will be immediately 

carried to the district court of the U. States. 
TEXAS. 

Letters from the far west confirm the rumors of 
the capture of the army sent for the invasion of the 
province of Santa Fe. The prisoners have been sent 
towards the seat of the Mexican government and 
their fate is yet unknown. The American consul at 








treal on the 4th of the present month. 
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NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 





APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT. 
BY AND WITH THE ADVICE AND CONSENT OF THE SENATE. 
OFFICERS OF THE CUSTOMS. 

Collectors. Wm, Walston, Folly Landing, Virgin- 
ia, vice Samuel C. White. Wm. R. Easton, Nantuc- 
ket, Massachusetts, vice Martin T. Morton. 

Surveyor. John G. Misael Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, vice G. Washington Tyson. 

i Samuel I. Bridge, Boston, Massachu- 
setts, vice E. A. Raymond. 
LAND. OFFICERS. 

Registers. John H. Kensie, Chicago, Illinois, vice 
James M. Strode. John L. Yantis, Lexington, Mis- 
souri, vice Finis Ewing. Samuel C. Wheat, Wash- 
ington, Arkansas, vice George Conway. 


TREASURY NOTES. Treasury department, Ja- 
nuary, 1842. Amount of treasury notes issued un- 
der the provisions of the acts of congress of 1837, 
1838, 1839, 1840 $26,681,337 53 

Redeemed of that amount 25,361,673 88 


Leaving outstanding $1,319,663 65 
Issued under act of February 15, 





1841, viz: 
Prior to the 4th of March, 

1841 673,681 32 
Since the 4thof March, 5,624,575 38 





Making 
Returned to the treasury 
of that amount 


6,298,256 70 
777,197 05 





5,521,059 65. 





Leaving the aggregate outstanding Ist 
instant $6,840,723 30: 
W. FORWARD, sect. of the treasury. 


NORTHEASTERN BOUNDARY. The Bangor 
Whig states that Maj. Graham, who has been charged 
with the arduous service of surveying the north- 
eastern boundary line, having closed the survey for 
the winter, passed through that city on the 28th ult. 
on his way to Augusta, and thence to Washington. 

He has had during the last summer about one hun- 
dred men in his employ. The trees upon the line 
have been removed, on the tops of the hills to a 
space of about one hundred feet, and lessening in 
width down the valleys, and the whole line cleared 


Schooner Grampus, « G.I. Van Brunt. 


Brazit statton—Commodore Charles Morris. 
Ship-of-the-line Delaware, Captain C. S. McCauley. 


Frigate Potomac, “ . G. W. Storer. 
Sloop Marion, Commander W. J. Belt. 
Sloop Decatur, 4 H. W. Ogden. 
Sloop Concord, “ W. Boerum.. 


Schooner Enterprise, “ 1. M. Goldsborough. 
Wesr Inpia statrian—Commodore Jesse Wilkinson. 
Frigate Macedonian, Commodore J. Wilkinson. 
Sloop Levant, Commander A. Fitzhugh. 
Sloop Warren, * C. L. Williams, 
Paciric station—Commodore Th. Ap C. Jones. 
Frigate United States, | Captain J. Armstrong. 


Sloop Yorktown, g J. H. Aulick. 
Sloop St. Louis, Commander F, Forrest. 
Sloop Cyane, “ C. K. Stribling. 
Sloop Dale, - C. Gauntt. 
Schooner Shark, na T. A. Dornin. 
MEDITERRANEAN 8STATION—Commodore Chas. W. 
Morgan. 
Frigate Brandywine, Captain D. Geisinger. 
Sloop Fairfield, Commander Tatnall. 
Sloop Preble, $5 R. Voorhees. 


East Invia statton—Commodore L Kearny. 
Frigate Constellation, Commodore L, Kearny. 
Sloop Boston, Commander J. C, Long. 
In addition to the above, there are seven small 
schooners on the coast of Florida, under the com- 
mand of lieut. J. T. McLaughlin, co-operating with 
the army in its efforts to restore peace to that disturb- 
ed frontier. 


The Expiorine Expepirion, under the command 
of Lieut. Wilkes, consisting of the sloops Vincennes 
-and Peacock, and the brig Porpoise, is still employed 
in that service, but is expected to return to the Unit- 
ed States in the course of the ensuing summer. 

[Nat. Intel. 


The U. 8. frigate United States, Captain Arm- 
strong, bearing the broad pendant of Com. Jones, 
dropped down to Hampton Roads, on December 31st, 
and if the wind continue favorable, would proceed to 
seaon the morrow. She is destined for the Pacific, but 
will touch at Rio de Janeiro, and carries out the 
hon. Jon. S. Pendleton charge d’affairs to the republie 
of Chili. 

The U.S. brig Dolphin arrived at New York on 
Dec. 31, from Carthagena. 


APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT, by and with the 
advice and consent of the senate. 


Richard S. Pinckney, to be a commander in the 





and bushed. The survey has been continued a few 
miles above the Grand Falls, very near which the 
line is found to run. The old line has been found 
very crooked, and the new running, with the straight 
line, takes in several houses in the country below 
Grand Falls, and in some instances portions of the 
cleared fields of the farmers there. Some of them 
would, at times, get exasperated at these proceed- 
ings, but most of them were rather calm. About 
sixty miles of the line, through an unbroken forest, 
still remains to be surveyed. 





THE ARMY. 

Major general Goines has been authorised to re- 
main in Washington, having public duties and pri- 
‘vate interests requiring his attention for two months 
from the 23d December, 1841. During the tempo- 
rary absence of gen. Gaines, the eommand of the 
western division is devolved on brig. gen. Atkinson, 
the officer next in rank therein. His head quarters 
are at Jefferson Barracks. 

Qd dragoons. Five companies left Mount Vernon 
Arsenal, Ala. Dec. 13, for Baton Rouge. 

[drmy and Navy Chron. 
THE NAVY. 
Disposition of the naval force of the United States, in ae- 
tive service, January 1, 1842. 
Home squapron—Cammodore Charles Stewart. 
Razee Independence, Captain J. Gallagher. 





Santa Fejhas left his post and arrived in Missouri. 
Vor. XI—Sia. 19. 


navy, from the 8th Sept. 1841, to take rank next after 
commander D. G. Farragut. 
Navy department, 4th. Ji 1842. 

The board of naval surgeons aceutte ection’ at 
Philadelphia, for the examination of assistant sur- 
geons for promotion, and of candidates for appoint- 
|ment as assistant surgeons, has adjourned sine the, | 

Assistant surgeon A. J. Wedderburn was passed 
for promotion. 

é fotlowing is a list of the candidates reported 
for appointment as assistant surgeons in the order in 
which they stand: 

1. Morris B. Beck, of Virginia. 

2. J. Francis Tuckerman, of Massachusetts. 
3. Oscar F. Baxter, of North Carolina, 

4. Lewis J. Williams, of Maryland, and 

5. Marius Duvall, of Maryland. 


a) 
STATES OF THE UNION. 
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RHODE ISLAND. 


The New Age, of Providence, gives the following 
as the returns of the late election. ‘For the people’s, 
or the suffrage party’s constitution, ag it is called, 
freeholders 4,019, non-freeholdepa 7,905; and the 
vote was not yet all in,” There are in Rhode Island 
less than eight thousand freehold voters, under the 
present state of things; and by this result a majority 
will be found in favor of repudiating the charter and 





Frigate Columbia, « F. A. Parker. 


adopting the constitution, 
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Tur Leaisafie Sn eed at pgonhaeh 
Lieut. governor’ ish took the chair in thé sefate. 






In the the yote was for “eae 

_.. Levi’S. Chatfield (V, B.), 93 

. . Geo, A, Simmons (Ww 2). 32 

. Blanks 2 
"The message of governor W. H. Seward was then 
transmitted, of whfeh the American says: The mes- 
sage ‘is exceedi ly well written, arid‘ direct and 
manly in all ‘its’ 


time*to run very hastily over it, but were struck with 
nothing in ‘which we do not concur with the governor, 
e in -his* view of the public school question, 
which. agitdtes'.this city. In that, both as to\causes 
and reniedy, we differ from him utterly. 
‘The exhibition he makes of the vast and wntaxed 
resources of.our - t- commonwealth; of the pro- 
or ts from. all its soureées of revenue, (that 
Te ‘canals. ‘having almost doubled in ten years), 
and. of the. Conséquent:duty and ability to perse- 
vere with discretion, but energy in the.path of inter- 
nabimproveiments, is exceedingly gratifying and well 
. Not less creditable is the lofty language in which 
he inculcates the inviolability of the »public faith. 
There speaks New York as she has ever been, as she 
ever willbe; we trust, without quibble and beyond 
reproach. But we must close. 
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PENNSYLVANIA. 


Tue. LeaisuaturE convened at Harrisburg on the 
4th. James.R. Snowden, Venango, was elected spea- 
ker of the house of representatives by 63 votes, 
against Isaac Lightner, of Allegany, 33. 


Bank or tHe U. States. At the annual meet- 
ing of the:stockholders of the Pennsylvania “Bank of 
the United. States,” held on the 3d inst. a report on 
the state of the affairs of the bank was, read; after 
which the following resolutions were adopted: 

Resolved, That the books, papers, accounts and do- 
cuments of the Bank of the United States be exhibit- 
ed, and remain open for the inspection and examina- 
tion of any stockholder, his agent, attorney or other 
representative: Provided, That the same shall not in- 
terfere with the ligitimate business of the bank. 

Resolved, That, in the judgment of this meeting, 
the assignments by the board of directors of the Ban 
of the United States, dated the 7th day of June and 
the 4th day of September, 184], were executed in 
violation of the true intent and spirit of the acts of 
assembly incorporating the bank, and the supplements 
thereto, passed the 4th and 5th days of May last. 

Resolved, So far as the stockholders have the pow- 
er to act in the premises, and to assert their opinion, 

hey do hereby declare that the said.assignments are utterly 
fall and void, subject to the  byishie or disapproval 
of the meeting to be held on the third Monday in Fe- 
bruary next. 

Resolved, That it is expedient for the Bank of the 
United States to make a general assignment of the 
real and personal estate, goods, chattles, rights aud 
credits, whatsoever and wheresoever, of the said cor- 

tion to five persons, for the payment or securing 

e debts of the same, agreeably to the provisions of 
the acts of assembly of this commonwealth, passed 
the 4th and 5th days of May, 1841. ; 

Resolved, ‘That the stockholders of the said bank 
will:adjourn ‘to meet the third Monday in February 
next at ten o’clock A. M. at the banking house, to 
elect five persons. as trustees for the purpose stated 
in the last resolution. 
‘© Resolved, That the stockholders resident in other 

rts of the United States be earnestly requested to 
Rte measures to be represented at the adjourned 
meeting to be held on the third Monday of February 


Resolved, That a committee of three stockholders 
be appointed to rt to the adjourned meeting, on 
the third Monday in February, how the assignment 
of the property of the bank may be made, so_as, to 
give no undue advantage to the judgment ereditors. 


SpeciaL Euecrion. The election held in the 
Somerset district(Pa.) on the 2ist ult. for a repre- 
sentative to congress inplace of Judge Black, (W.) 
deceased, resulted in the choice of Mr, Russell, (W.) 





LOUISIANA. 
GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE. 
ellow citizens of the senate 
2 s house of representatives: 

The duty imposed upon you by the constitution to 
apportion every fourth year the representatives of 
the state according ta the census o qualified elec- 
tors, affords me the opportunity of offering you, atan 
earlier period than usual, my congratulations on your 
meeting in general sans. Your predecessors 








i 

ber of representa es, whith has alread 
some.of the parishes of the representation. hitherto 
had by them. This difficulty, which I trust, you will 
be able to overcome, is, howeyer increased by the 
want of census from some ofthe ‘parishes, the re- 
turns of which have not been mede to the secretary 
| of state: ‘You will no doubt see the propriety of in- 


a. 


stions.” "We" have only had'!stituting an eriquiry as to the causes of “such an omis- 


sion that the blame consequent to such neglect of du- 
ty may attach to the public functionaries: guilty of it. 
[PUBLIC TREASURY, FINANCES, DISTRIBUTION BILL, } 

‘During your last session I called your attention to 
the situation of our publie treasury... No measure 
having been adopted hy you to check’ theevil dis- 
closed by me, I deem it my. duty to invite you.to.de- 
vote during this session your chief Jabors to this im- 
portant subject.“ You ‘are fully aware’ that the in- 
come of the state is considerably below its expendi- 
tures. ‘Our debts are annually met/by new loans, the 
interest on which added to the capital and the appré- 
priations at each ‘session of the legislature present 
every year a heavier deficit. Our loans from the 
banks which in 1839 amounted to $75,000 had reacli- 
ed $850,000 in the beginning of this year—and by 
the report of the treasurer you will perceive that 
they now amount to $1,100,000 including $30,066 
paid for matured interest on $500,000 of bonds grant- 
to the Port Hudson and Clinton rail road company, 
and which that institution during your recess found 
itself unable to meet; this issue of bonds had taken 
place by virtue of a law which I refused to sanction 
hd predecessors. Happily, of all the numerous 
public monies which have passed the legislature, and 
to which I refused my sanction, this was the only one 
that became a law notwithstanding my objections. 

It becomes indispensable as I have before stated to 
place the income of the state in. harmony with its 
expenses. During the current year these expenses 
have exceeded our income $192,000 and the deficit 
for 1842 will probably reach $200,000. To méet 
such a deficit it will be necessary to observe all’ the 
economy possible, to retrench all. public expenses as 
far as it can be done without impairing the good ad- 
ministration of the state, and to inerease at the same 
time the taxes so as to effectually bring our income 
to a level with our expenditures. I have already 
had the honor to suggest to you measures, the ado 
tion of which would-in my opinion lighten the bur- 
den of the new taxes required. Permit me now, 
only to_repeat that new loans made with a view to 
retard the day when taxation shall have to be sub- 
mitted to, can be preductive of no other effect than 
to increase the disorder in our finances. 

It will no doubt be as painful for you to order an 
increase of taxation, as it is for me ‘to propose it, 
but the view I have given you of the melancholy 
condition of our finances must bring you to the con- 
viction that such a measure is now inevitable.. Your 
constituents cannot fail to perceive that the blame 


ve..already failed in several attempts at the re- 
tp ttionment, from the d peg of Peanut R 
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pledged faith. 


and which was passed by a constitutional majority of 


ills for the issuing of bonds and appropriations of 
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to. compel a recusant state to. payrts debts, the hon; 
of the people will be promp ty that very difficult. 

nd religiously its 


[BANKS OF THE sTATB.] 
[had hoped that-on meeting you again it woulq 


per been in my power to announce to you a re- 


sumption of specie payments by our banks and the 
restoration to sound, principles of our monetary sys- 
tem. . Deeply I regret to say that my ions as 
well as those of a large majority of our fellow citj- 
zens have been altogether disappointed. 'The presi- 
dent, notwithstanding the decision to the contrary of 
the supreme court of the United States, has thought 
himself obliged to. pronounce as unconstitutional, a 
national bank which would have relieved the circulg- 
tion of the country from the diseredit into which jt 
has for so long a time fallen: anda majority of our 
local banks no longer fearing the control of an insti. 
tution, whose first act would have been to coerce the 
payment of their notes in specie, have decided that jt 
would be dangerous to the country, not to continue 
the suspension. The state of prostration in which 
our monetary institutions are is.calculated to 
excite to the highest degree the, solicitude of the le- 
gislature. ‘The derangement of business,and the de- 
preciation of all kinds of property, are not the only 
evils produced by this state of; things: A prolonged 
suspension is an illegal and continuing violation of 
contracts. When institutions whose most important 
functions is to require rigid punctuality in the per- 
formance of promises to pay, refuse. on their part to 
fulfil the same obligation, and public opinion seems 
to support them in their refusal, individuals are apt 
to think more lightly of the violations of their own 
éerigageménts. “A genéral neglect of the true and 
honorable fulfilment of contracts takes place, and the 
demoralization of society is the inevitable conse- 
quence. While we were warranted in expecting the 
intervention of the federal government you may haye 
had reason tothink your inaction justifiable; but 
now that it 1s evident that we have nothing to hope 
but from our own exertions, we are bound to enquire 
whether we may not lessen the evils of our position, 
without trespassing beyond the limits of our consti- 
tutional duties. 


In discussing so momentous a question, do not for- 
get, fellow citizens, that al] personal interest should 
be renounced and all party spirit thrownaside. The 
fate of the banks is intimately connected with the 
interests of the commerce, the agriculture. and the 
industry of the country. Our object is not to de- 
stroy these institutions, but to protect them, by pre- 
venting any perversion of their privileges which may 
lead to their own ruin and strike a fatal blow at the 
interests of the state. 


When our banks suspended payment:in 1839, it 
was not because they had suffered losses which com- 
pelled them to it, but only because they feared to be 
drained of their specie. in consequence of the sus- 








the example. 


| 
! 


pension of which the Pennsylvania banks had set 
This measure met the general appro- 
bation of the public, who thought they saw in this 


that may attach to.this new burden ought not to be! cessation of action on the part of our monied insti- 
incurred by those imposing it; but by those who’ tutions the means of preserving their strength and of 
have made it necessary, by creating a debt without) keeping them ready to resume their legal direction 
providing at the same time for the means of its gra- and duties, as soon as the resumption of the other 
dual redemption and of paying the current inte-| banks would permit it without danger. The confi- 
rest thereon. dence hitherto felt in them was not impaired by this 
When. you shall have brought the income ‘of the event; their paper was’never ata greater discount 
state and its expenditures to a proper balance, the than two or three per cent. and formsa great part of 
law lately adopted by congress for the distribution of the circulation of the neighboring states. After a 
the proceeds of the sales of the public lands, will, suspension of more than two yearsa majority of the 
afford you the means for the creation of a sinking | banks, just as the’ legislative session was about to 
fund, which together withthe amount likely tobe’ commence, have decided to eontinue this state of 
recovered from the Nashville rail road company will, things until November, 1842. There would perhaps 
cover our debt in a few years. have been more propriety in awaiting your determi- 
' To meet the burden thus brought upon the state | 2ation, for the question of resumption is more of 
by the Port Hudson and Clinton rail road company, | Your competence than of theirs. ‘Phe right of emit- 
in addition to that by the Nashville ‘rail road‘compa- 49g paper money has been granted them hy’ the 
ny, we have not only the amount that may be reco- | State only.on ithe express condition of stheir a 
vered from the first-of these institutions but also our , @4intaining it at its par value by: paying in coin, ap 
interest in the Bank of Louisiana, one half of whose | their charters are forfeited the moment they have 
stock belongs to the state. Our interest already ac-| failed in fulfilling this obligation: these institutions 
cumulated jn that institution will be more than suffi- 3r¢ now at the disposal of the legislature, who can 
cient to redeem the bonds issued in favor of the direct such measures as may be proper for liquidat- 
above named corporations, the payment of which as img their affairs, or may prescribe the — 
found:advantageous'to the state, may be’anticipated. Upon which the forfeiture shall be remitted, and the 
And thus if our guarantee has been granted to in- continuance of their existence allowed. 


stitutions unworthy of it, alone, we shall suffer for' Experience has fully established the falsity of the 
our error by being deprived of means ofigitially in- | doctrine, that a resumption cannot be permanent, un- 
tended for public improvements. “But ‘as to those less'it be simultaneous with all the banks of the 
whoadvanced money upon our faith, they will never, union. Boston and New York demonstrate ‘that 
have to repent their confidence inthe state. The every city in which a large amount of trade centers, 
resources afforded by ‘the’ inexhaustible fertility of can’with its own means sustain’ within itself a good 
our soil. and by a position which makes us the great circulation, as long as its banks are really solvent and 
mart for the produce of the. Mississippi, will enable are-well administered... New Orleans’ can and ought 
us honorably to meet our.engagoments, and no where to do what these two eijties have done. She possesses 
is it better felt than in Louisiana, that if it.is dificult a more extended commerce than Boston, and to sus- 
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tain her specie payments she has the advantage over 
New York of exporting two products of the soil 
which, as long as Burope in coin, represent year- 


ly from thirty to forty mar" pr specie. 

There is no doubt of the soundness of our banks in. 
the aggregate. A statement of their situation Jately 
published and which was Jaid before the meeting of 
their presidents, shews) that upon comparing the 
amount of their cash liabilities, with the assets appli- 
cable to their payments, the situation of the banks is 
more favorable than it was in December, 1838, when 
they resumed specie — Their objection to} 
resumption now, is founded upon the inability of 
some of them to provide the available means to meet 
the payment of such of their cash liabilities as may 
be immediately demanded of them, whilst their cir- 
culation is now only sustained by the confidence in- 
spired by its being received at the other banks. I 
have already at two former sessions suggested to you 
the necessity of adopting measures for liquidating 
these weaker banks. It is now admitted.on all hands 
that the difficulty of supporting their credit is the on- 
ly obstacle in the way of the others resuming their 
regular course of operations. It was to relieve these 
institutions in their distress, and to give them time to 
improve their situation that the board of presidents 
has thought proper to advise the postponement of the 
resumption one year. But whatever means they may 
eventually have of meeting their engagements, it is. 
evident that their active capital is insufficient for le- 
gitimate banking purposes. A comparative statement 
of their situation at the suspension of specie pay- 
ments, and in the month of October: last will give 
rou an idea of what they have to hope from the pro- 
leogition of their suspension. 

2d Novemser, 1839. 
Discounts. Cash assets. Cash liabilities. 





Exchange bank, 891,889 312,325 818,042 
Atchafalaya ‘ 627,826 88,007 304,320 
Orleans 6 646,995 229,565 181,265 
Carroliton ‘“ 1,257,707 445,776 358,739 
Improvement “ 747,079 133,289 605,818 

1,208,962 2,368,184 


On THE 2d Ocroser, 1841. 


Discounts. Cash assets. Cash liabilities. 





Exchange bank, 743,230 275,829 768,860 
Atchafalaya “ 906,000 149,082 603,268 
Orleans “ ~=—s- 873,109 = 109,740 317,276 
Carrollton “ 1,395,173 147,176 308,066 
Improvement *“* 1,193,348 228,309 1,155,786 

$909,136 3,153,256 


Two years of suspension have diminished their 
available means $300,000 and increased their imme- 
diate liabilities more than $780,000. Thus it is clear- 
ly seen that the evils the country is laboring under, 
far from being remedied by the suspension are yearly 
aggravated by its continuance. Five banks now 
confess their inability to sustain themselves without 
assistance. In a year more the number will probably 
be doubled, for the aid demanded would considerably 
reduce the means of the stronger banks without re- 
storing the others to a much healthier condition. 

Those institutions which are now unable to resume 
will be still less able to do so hereafter. The depre- 
ciation in the value of our products and of real es- 
tate, resulting from the disorder in our currency, re- 
acts on the port folios of the banks by diminishing the 
pecuniary abilities of those who are indebted to 
them. Already they have ceased to rely with confi- 
dence upon the punctual payment of the paper they 
have discounted, and the amount of protested paper 
already considerable, cannot, fail..to increase, in a 
frightful manner by a longer continuance of the sus- 

nsion. Having lost the advantages of their bank-| 
ing privileges by the suspension, those corporations 
find themselves deprived of their ordinary profits, 
whilst the public are left without the facilities they 
had a right to expect. In January 1837 the capital 





of the banks which had laid before the legislature. a | 
statement of their situation amounted to $33,300,000 , 
and their discounts and loans. to $43,400,000, more | 
than $10,000,000 beyond their eapital paid in. In| 
November last. the capital paid in together with the | 
accumulated profits, not divided, amounted to, 
$49,900,000—and the discounts and Joans to 45,400,- | 
000, id est $4,500,000 below the capital. 


Some of the banks have expressed their desire: to’ 
resume immediately and. two now. pay their circula- 
tion in specie: no doubt the legislature. will see the 
necessity of sustaining this return to the fulfilment of, 
contracts. By forcing all to perform the duties pre-| 
scribed to them by their charters or to enter into li- 
quidation, you will be adopting the only effectual 
means to rid the country of institutions destitute of 
banking means and who thereby paralyse the ac- 
tion'of the others whilst they keep their paper in cir- 
culation, I can perceive no other way to put an end 
to the reprehensible and illegal solidarity which is 


eg oy to be established between banks that can- 
not fu 


fil their engagements and banks for which the | 
state has pledged its credit and its faith. Resump- 
tion must press heavily upon the community for a_ 


————ae 
to refer, I have explained upon what plan the prima- 
ry schools of New York were established, and ad- 
vised the abandonment of the plan whigh we pave 
followed so long without. beneficial results to substi 


while, but this pressure cannot be avoided. We tute common schools “where. the sons, of the poor 


cannot permit the value of our property to be always! and of the rich man are alike admitted . 
represented by a paper money furnished by banks 


who do not pay their debts. A resumption must take 
place sooner or later and it cannot take place with- 
out a momentary shock. While we delay this crisis, 
we weaken our power of resistance, and we increase 
its intensity by the additional number of institutions 
that must succomb. 

[CRIMINAL Laws]. 

The numerous frauds committed against different: 
banks in this city, shew the insufficiency of our pe- 
nal laws against this species of crime. The act of 
February 10th, 1821, reaches the officers and servants 
of the banks who shall have unlawfully converted to 
their use its funds, or those who have aided to com- 
mit this offence; but the law does not extend to those 
wno obtain money by drawing checks on banks where 
they have no funds; they cannot be punished unless 
they are accomplices of the officers or. clerks of the 
institution, and of this it is almost impossible to ob- 
tain sufficient proof. Crimes of this kind have during 
your recess, occasioned to some of our banks losses 
to the amount of some hundred thousands of dollars; 
and for protection for the future they look to your in- 
terposition. 

he penalty for the crime of bigamy is far too le- 
nient, a fine of not more than five hundred dollars, 
and imprisonment not longer. than two years, is a 
punishment no ways commensurate with the gravity 
of this offence. 

The law against duelling has become a_ dead let- 
ter. The slight regard paid to it by juries, even 
when the testimony is undeniable, shews that its exe- 
cution is impossible so long as the country adheres to 
its present manners and _ prejudices. ws which 
cannot be executed should be repealed or modified. 
If the punishment of death were replaced by impri- 
sonment, if the survivor and seconds were rendered 
jointly and severally liable for the debts of him who 
falls, if the guilty were besides liable for large da- 
mages to be recovered before a civil tribunal by the 
heirs of the deceased, the end the legislature had in 
view would probably be better accomplished. 

[STATE LANDS. | 

At the commencement of your last session I thought 
it my duty to lay before you some observations on the 
public lands granted te the state for the benefit of 
colleges and primary schools. I beg you to allow me 
to bring them again to your consideration. A law for 
the sale of the school lands will probably be passed 
at this session of congress; if early instructions be 
sent to our delegation, you will be able to dispose of 
these lands with the consent of congress, in such a 
manner as to create a permanent fund for public 
education. 

The act for the distribution of the proceeds of the 
public lands, passed at the extra session of congress, 
requires that you should fix the manner in which 
the five hundred thousand acres granted to this state 
within its limits, for internal improvement, should be 
selected. 

[PUBLIC sCHOOLS.] 

The gross negligence displayed by the greater part 

of the administrators of public schools relative to the 





transmission of the returns which the law requires 
them to make to the secretary of state, rénders it 
impossible for you to learn the number of indigent 
children who receive the benefits of . education, 
through the liberal appropriations yearly made, for 
this object. In 1839 only eleven parishes made their 
returns at the time fixed by law—in 1840 the number 
was reduced to nine. The end of this month is the 
time fixed for their reception, yet up to this day only 
two have been received. The absence .of all infor- 
mation on this important subject should convince 
ou of how much abuse a system is susceptible, where 
arge sums are disbursed without the legislature be- 
ing able to judge of the extent. of the benefits which 
the mass of the people derive from it. 


The sums appropriated every year for the support 
of schools and colleges prove that the legislature feels 
the necessity of affording to the people that degree of 
education necessary to fit them for our form of go- 
yernment, but it should not be forgotten that these 
appropriations are useless, unless employed so as to 
attain the important end for which they were de- 
signed. Ihave on different occasions observed to your 
predecessors, that one of the principal causes of the 
want of success attendant on our system of primary 
instruction is, in my opinion, to. be attributed to the 
great repugnance felt by many families to send their 
children at the public expense to school where there 
are other pupils whose pomaeee pay for their educa- 
tion. In the messages I[ transmitted to the legisla- 

, ture in 1832 and 1833, to which you will permit me 








it any 
other distinction than that which depends upon them- 
selyes to establish by their application their ca- 
lents.”” It appears to me/now that I can do no.better 
than to repeat the same recommendation. The law 
— at your last session to create schools of this. 
kind in New Orleans, induces.me to hope that you 
will feel the advantage of establishing them through- 
out the state. 





[PENITENTIARY. ] 

A fire which arene in the penitentiary at Ba- 
ton Rouge, on the 4th of last month, has occasioned 
a loss which it will require near ten thousand dollars 
ta repair. An attentive examination of this establish- 
ment has convinced me that the only means of enabl- 
ing it to pay by the labor of the convicts, 'the’30,000 
dollars it annually costs the state, will be to employ 
all the prisoners in the manufacture of coarse cotton 
and woollen goods, which has been put in operation 
there within the last two years. The additional ap- 
propriation which would be required for the pur- 
chase of machinery and the erection of the buildings 
would, I am confident, be repaid to the ur 
within three years, by the profits of this branch of 
industry. 

A very considerable number of old convicts are 
annually sent back to the penitentiary. It seems but 
just that those whose violation of the laws is repeat- 
ed should be sentenced to a greater punishment than 
is incurred by a first offence. 

[SLAVE TRADB. 

Twenty-four slaves convicted in Virginia of hei- 
nous crimes, but whose punishment had been com- 
muted to being carried out of the limits of the U. 
States, were imported and seized in this city. By the 
law of the 29th January, 1817, they should be sold, 
and the price divided between the state and the in- 
former. As there was no informer in this case, the 
slaves belonged entirely to the state; and the attor- 
ney general has by my advice, postponed. the. sale 
until after the meetirg of the legislature. It was no 
doubt an inadvertence that led the legislature to or- 
dain that convict slaves whose importation is prohi- 
bited under the penalty of fine and confiscation, 
should after their importation be sold in the state, 
and thus cause the very evil from which it was the 
object of the law to protect our fellow citizens. The 
opportunity now presented of making the first appli- 
cation of this law, allows you to correct its evil ef- 
fects, by enacting that these, as. well as all such 
others as may hereafter be imported and seized under 
similar circumstances, should be employed for life, 
under strict guard, upon the public works of the 
state. The men of color condemned to hard labor, 
the mixing of whom with the white convicts in the 
penitentiary seems to me, as I have already observed 
to you, in opposition to our institutions, eould also 
during the term of their sentence be advantageously 
transferred to our public works. 


[COLONIAL ARCHIVES. | 

Having learned that there existed in the archives 
of the French government a great many manuscripts 
relative to the colonial history of Louisiana, I have 
obtained through the obliging exertions of General 
Cass, our minister near the court of France, the per- 
mission to have them examined and copied. One of 
our fellow citizens who was at Paris at the time, un- 
dertook that task, and has prepared a ‘catalogue of 
the manuscripts, with a short synopsis of the con- 
tents of each. This work which has required much 
time and labor, will soon be laid before you. The 
first in date of these documents is the process verbal 
of taking possession, by Lassalle, in 1682, of the 
country to which he gave the name of Louisiana, and 
the last is the account of the trial of the Louisiani- 
ans, executed in 1760, by order of O'Reilly. Some 
of these papers cast a new light upon many pages of 
our annals, which the then government of France 
and Spain did not think politicto make public. It 
will appear, for mstance, thatthe true object of the 
conspiracy which O'Reilly deemed it his duty to ex- 
tinguish in the blood of its chiefs, was not as. then 

roclaimed, to restore the colony to the dominion of 

rance, but to establish a republican government 
under the protection of England. So that Lafreniere 
and Villere were the first martyrs of American liber- 
ty, and poured out their blood in the attempt to es- 
tablish a republic in Louisiana, eight years before 
the Declaration of Independence of 1776. As no 
correct history of Louisiana can be written without 
the aid of the information contained: in those manu- 
scripts, you will doubtless appropriate with pleasure 
the small sum necessary to have them copied. —. 

ALB. ROMAN, 





Mew Orleans, December 13th; 1831. 
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‘Tue Governon’s messace, after the usual preli- 
minary acknowledgements of the beneficence of di- 
vine providence, proceeds to the subject of the com- 
mon schools of the state and submits to the legisla- 
ture the propriety of devolving the duties of their ge- 
neral superioneden ce upon one whose exclusive bu- 
siness it shall be to dis them, as was formerly 
the law, instead of leaving them as at present to be 
performed by the secretary of state. It then pro- 
ceedstothe — #9 

| [PUBLIC WORKS AND STATE DEBTS. ] 

The public works in which’ the interest and true 
glory of the state are deeply involved, have been 
prosecuted with as much rapidity as could have been 
anticipated, from. a view of their condition at the 
opening of the year. The faith of the state having 
been to the completion of the Wabash and 
Erie canal, within a given time, and the work being 
one of great importance to a neighboring state with 
whom a compact existed on that subject, the legisla- 
ture very properly authorised the commissioners of 
the canal fund, to loan money for that object without 
restriction as to the interest on such loans.. At the 
time of the passage of the Jaw of the last session au- 
thorising loans, the debts then due to contractors on 
all the public works were estimated at about 

1,000. This debt, with a very small abatement 
in amount, had all accrued prior to the meeting of 
the last legislature, and should have been paid with- 
in the last year. The commissioners of the canal 
fund being limited to loans at 6 per cent. and such 
being then impossible to be obtained, the debt was 
suffered to accrue, and had to be provided for out of 
the resources of the present fiscal year. To dis- 
charge this debt, the commissioners were also em- 
powered by the act of the last session to borrow mo- 
ney without restriction as to the rate of interest on 
the Joan. The balance of the loans authorised. by 
law were expressly limited to the payment of inte- 
rest at the rate of six per cent. per annum. 


The whole amount of loans of all classes autho- 
rized the past year, was $2,100,000. The amount 
loaned up to this time is stated at about $1,800,000. 
These loans, owing to the peculiar condition of the 
money markets both at home and abroad, have been 
chiefly of a temporary character; but in no instance 
have they been obtained at a rate of interest exceed- 
ing six per cent: although the act of the last session 
would have authorised the loan of over one million 
at a higher rate. 

It will be perceived, for the reasons already as- 
signed, that the debt due on the public works, for la- 
bor done during 1840, amounting on accurate ascer- 
tainment to about $600,000, and the amount necessa- 
ry to complete the Wabash and Erie canal, on which 
about $582,417 have been paid during the current 
year, making together over $1,000,000, were of a pe- 
culiar character, and such, as in good faith, the state 
was bound to see promptly obtained and disbursed. 
The great declension in the price of state stocks, 
those of the most uatuestionsbls character, for the 
last year is well known to all, and presented to the 
canal fund commissioners difficulties of the most for- 
midable character. Permanent loans of large sums, 
at any reasonable rate of interest, could not be had, 
either in Europe or the Atlantic cities of the U. States. 

Actuated by a laudable zeal to preserve unsullied 
the good faith of the state, hitherto so proudly main- 
tained through every vicissitude, the fund commis- 
sioners, as the best that could be obtained, negotiated 





public works, at the last session of the legislature, an 
additional sum of about $900,000 will be required to 
complete that work to its termination. 


nelle 


proceeds of the canals, would in 1843 fully pay the 


interest of the entire public debt of the state. This 
would enable the next legislature to reduce the taxes 


» From these data, not professing to be minutely | now pressing heavily upon the people. All taxation 


exact, but which, I doubt not, are a near approxima+ 
tion to truth; it will appear that the debt owing at 
this time, for iabor, done, with the estimate for the 
work not yet finished, and a part of which is not un- 
der contract, will together amount to about 
$1,355,000. Of the Miami canal and extension, (be- 
ing one hundred and ninety-one miles, including a’ 
navigable feeder), there remain ee miles, 
to complete the navigation from Cincinnati on the 
Ohio, to the Maumee bay. ‘When this spina sce be 
finished, there ‘will be seven hundred and ninety- 
three miles of canal owned entirely by the state, and 
including one hundred and twenty-one miles of ca- 
nals, constructed by companies in which the state 
has an interest, there will be nine hundred and four- 
teen miles of navigable canal, within the limits of 
Ohio. These*enduring evidences of enterprize and 
wealth, traverse the state in such directions, as to 
draw to them the productions of the richest agricul- 
tural and mineral regions of the state, and bring 
markets to the door of the farmer and mechanic, for 
the products of their labor. 


The amount paid into the treasury from these ca- 
nals during the present year, is $484,758 18. When 
the route through the valleys of the Miami and Mau- 
mee shall present an unbroken communication from 
the Maumee bay to Cincinnati, and the Muskingum 
and Hocking canals, now quite finished, shall be in 
full operation, it is obvious, that at the present rate 
of tolls, the receipts into the treasury will enable 
the legislature greatly to diminish the taxes. The 
amount (as I have shown) necessary to the comple- 
tion of all contemplated works, now unfinished, will 
add comparatively little to our existing debt; and 
that sum is necessary to enable us to use those works 
on which large expenditures have been made; ex- 
penditures which must be quite unproductive until 
the works to which they were applied shall be com- 
pleted. In the existing state of the money market, 
the derangements of the currency, consequent embar- 
rassment of trade, itis not probable that loans to any 
extent can be made during the present year by sales 
of stock, on fair terms, either in the Atlantic or Eu- 


for canal would be unnecessary. When 
the public works of the state shall have been fully 
and fairly operating for a few years, and the receipt 
of tolls should be such as to enable us, without in- 
creasing the taxes, to withdraw from the payment 
of interest on the public debt, our dividend arising 
from the sales of the public lands, in part or in whole, 
then it would become not less the policy than the 
duty of the state, to devote the whole of that fund to 
the extinguishment of the principal of the public 
debt. Thus posterity, for whom it has been some- 
times imagined our internal improvements were forg- 
ing chains, would find themselves, by the wisdom and 
energy of their fathers, the inheritors of an estate 
free from encumbrance, yielding an ample revenue 
for all public purposes; with nearly a thousand 
miles of navigable canals, traversing it in all direc- 
tions, bearing to their destined markets all the pro- 
ducts of their Jabor, and bringing to them in return 
the necessaries, comforts, and if they wished them, 
the luxuries of the civilized world. 
[PENITENTIARY, HOspiTaLs, &c.] 

The operations of the penitentiary for the last year 
have been conducted in a manner creditable to the 
warden and tothe state. Improvements in machinery 
and workshops, during the past year, account for the 
fact that the nett proceeds of the institution are less 
for this, than the preceding year. After, however, 
defraying all expenses, the balance paid into the 
treasury the present year is $23,700. In the year 
1839 the number of convicts sent from all parts of 
the state to the penitentiary was 172;in 1840, 137, in 
1841, 121, shewing, notwithstanding our population 
has been constantly and rapidly increasing since 
1839, a decrease of crime in three years of about 
thirty per cent. 

The institutions for the deaf and dumb, for the 
blind, and the lunatic asylum, have all, during the 
past year, given additional proofs of the wise philan- 
thropy which dictated their establishment. I most 
earnestly recommend to the consiceration of the le- 
gislature the propriety of erecting additional build- 
ings connected with the lunatic asylum. 

[GEOLOGICAL suRVEY, &c.]| 





a oe markets. Should any favorable change he 
effected by the action of congress upon the currency, | 
during the present session of that body, its influence | 
would undoubtedly be felt in an increased facility | 
given to every department of business, and in that! 
case a sale of stock on terms more advantageous to| 
the interest of the state, might be expected. In the! 
present condition of the national councils, any mea-| 
sures in that quarter, tending towards relief from the | 
evils that have so long operated with malignant energy 
upon the currency, are scarcely to be hoped for, and 
certainly not to be at all relied upon as a basis of our le- 
gislation, Should the sound banks of this state 
whose charters will expire in 1843 be rechartered, 
or their capital be transferred to any new scheme of 
banking which the legislature may enact at this ses- 
sion, there is good reason to believe that loans might 
be obtained from that source, the interest on which 
would be payable in our own state; and thus we 
might be enabled, from our own capital, to carry on 
to final completion our own public works. Other 
means there are, undoubtedly, by which the sums 
necessary for carrying forward our public works 
might be raised, which the wisdom of the legislature 





a loan of about os mag 2 early in the last spring, 
from two of the banks of Ohio. By the terms of this 
loan, the notes of the banks making it were received 
at par, and the interest is to be paid at the state treasu- 
ry semi-annually, in current money of the state, at 
the rate of six per cent. per year. 

The interest on the public debt during the year has 


may devise, but the foregoing has occurred to me as 
most safe and practicable, upon the supposition that 
some general scheme of banking shall be adopted at 
this time. 
[LAND DISTRIBUTION BILL.] 
In contemplating the future operations of the state 
in the management of her public debt, we should not 





been punctually paid; and the various public works ' 
of the state have been provided with funds to carry | 
them forward as rapidly as could be desired. The | 
Muskingum improvement has been completed, and is 
now navigated by steamboats the entire distance from 
Zanesville to the Ohio at Marietta. The balance 
due for labor on this work, is estimated at $80,000. 

The Hocking canal is finished to a point within 
ten miles of its termination, and about twenty-five 
thousand dollars are supposed to be due for labor al- 
ready done on that line. The cost of its entire com- 
pletion is estimated at $50,000. 

The debt due to contractors on the Wabash and 
Erie canal, for labor during the present year is esti- 
mated at about $50,000. Assuming the estimates 
sent to the legislature by the board of public works, 
during the last session, as a safe guide, it may be 
considered as probable, that this work can be com- 
pleted by a further expenditure of about $200,000. 

The amount new due for Jabor on the Miami ex- 
tension is estimated at $100,000 and according to the 


forget the late act of congress making distribution of 
the proceeds of the sales of the public lands among 
the states. ‘The amount to be received by Ohio under 
this bill, must of course depend upon the quantity of 
public lands which shall be annually sold. The best 
conjecture upon the subject, would probably give at 
least $300,000 to Ohio annually, for the next four or 
five years, and when the large amount of new lands 
held by individuals shal! have been sold, the dividends 
to the states, may be expected to increase, with the 
increasing sales of the public domain. Under the act 
of congress, the first distribution is to be made on the 
first day of June next. 

I regret to observe a desire manifested in various 
ways to effect a repeal of this most salutary law; one 
that has so often been passed by both branches of 
congress, and after having been arrested by executive 
power, was fortunate at length, in gaining the appro- 
val of the present chief magistrate of the union. 
Should this law remain, and the state be able to com- 


By a former act of the legislature, a geological 
survey of the state was commenced. The result was 
the collection of a variety of soils and minerals from 
various districts in the state which for some years 

ad remained without being classified, stored in a 
room for that purpose. At the last session a small 


| appropriation was made, to be applied, under my 


direction, to pay the expenses of labeling and ar- 
ranging these specimens for preservation here, and 
for distribution to the literary institutions of the 
state. Soon after the adjournment of the last legis- 
lature, far the purpose of executing the law, I pro- 
cured the services of Dr. Mather, who has nearly 
completed the arrangement. The specimens designed 
for the literary institutions of the state, are now rea- 
dy for distribution. The arrangement of the whole 
will be completed by the first day of January next. 
The specimens intended to remain permanently at 
the capitol are cased and labeled, and, together with 
the apparatus belonging to the state, are now in a 
room prepared for that purpose, on the public grounds 
in this city. In connection with this subject, I can- 
not forbear to press upon your attention the proprie- 
ty of continuing on a limited and economical scale 
the geological survey of the state, especially in re- 
ference to the agricultural interest involved in the 
subject. The most productive lands in the state are 
well known to be declining in fertility each sueces- 
sive year. The means of reviving the productive 
powers of such soils must either be learned by the 
farmer by experience, which we know iu some coun- 
tries has failed, or it must be made known by that 
science which teaches the nature and quality of 
soils, and which is itself but the embodied and suc- 
cessful expreriments of those who have turned their 
minds particularly to the subject. If by the labors 
of a geologist, so appointed, one bushel of wheat 
more than is now produced should be raised on each 
acre of ground in the state, occupied in the growth 
of that grain, it would pay the salary of such an of- 
ficer, twice told, for many years to come. 


[BANK, CHARTERS, SUSPENSION, TARIFF. ] 

In a communication which 1 had the honor to ad- 
dress to the legislature at its last session, | then 
urged upon that body the imperious necessity for ac- 
tion on the subject of the bank charters which will 
expire in January, 1843. That session, however, 
passed, and no definite action was had on this, the 
most difficult, and the most important question of 
state policy which will occupy your attention. The 








estimates furnished in the reportiof the board of 


plete its publie works during the next year, it cannot 
be doubted that the dividend coming to Ohio, and the 


final settlement of the question ¢an be delayed no 
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sent general assembly, with a daily. increasing ne- 
cessity for its prompt and permanent adjustment. 

The long continued suspension of specie pay- 
ments by the banks of some of the middle states, by 
those also of the southern, western and southwestern 
states, has brought with it all the evils of unnatural 
and fluctuating rates of exchange, usury to a most 
enormous extent, embarrassment in every branch of 
business, with a great increase of risk attending all 
commercial operations. This state of things, if not 
remedied soon, will make our currency, which should 
be a fixed measure of the price of property, itself a 
mere vendible commodity, more variable in value 
than most other common articles of traffic. It may be 
well questioned whether this most unhappy state of 
things admits of any permanent remedy, without im- 

rtant changes in our existing commercial relations 
with foreign countries, This is a question over which 
the state legislation has no control; the national le- 
gislature «one is competent to decide it. Whilst the 
work shops of England and France, filled with la- 
borers whose daily toil brings them only a subsist- 
ance, pour into ou: markets every variety of manu- 
facture, by the laws of their respective countries, the 

recious metals or cotton, (with a few trifling ex- 
ceptions), are the only equivalents they will receive 
from us in return. 

Except under duties so onerous, as to amount to 
prohibition, the bread stuffs, and other productions of 
much the largest portion of the people of the United 
States, can find no markets in the portsof France or 
England. It is obvious that under a system so ini- 
quitous and unjust towards us, in the fluctuations of 
commerce, balances against us must occur, and these 
must in such case be liquidated by an exportation of 
the precious metals. This drain, which no human 
sagacity can always foresee, must have the effect to 
disturb prices, even were our money purely meta- 
lic; should it be of the mixed kind, composed of coin, 
and paper convertible into coin on demand, then 
whenever the unfavorable balance was of sufficient 
amount, a suspension of specie payments would seem 
inevitable. As the laws now are, the revenues to the 
government of the union, must be raised by duties 
on foreign goods, It is within the power of congress, 
by a proper discrimination, in levying duties neces- 
sary for the ordinary expense of government, so to 
discriminate as to restrict foreign importations within 
narrow limits, or compel those with whom we traffic, 
to open their markets to the grain grower, as well as 
the cotton planter, on terms of perfect reciprocity.— 
Whether congress will exert this power, when it 
shall be proper, as it soon must be to reconsider the 
subject, is a question which cannot now be consider- 
ed as settled with that certainty which is necessary 
to form a safe basis of stateylegislation. The exist- 
ing state of things, and not the prospect of future 
national legislation, should be the basis of any policy, 
it may please the legislature to adopt, touching the 
subject of our currency. However divided the peo- 
ple of this state may be in their opinions, as to the 
form in which this question shall be settled, there 
cannot be a doubt but they are all united in the desire 
that it should be finally adjusted by the present legis- 
lature. The expiration of the charters of twenty- 
four out of thirty-seven banks of this state, in Janu- 
ary, 1843, demands this, not merely as a measure of 
sound policy, but one of absolute necessity. 

The interests and business of the people demand 
that the capital of those banks whose charters expire 
in 1843, if at all consistent with other leading conside- 
rations, should be retained in that business, in some 
form, to be prescribed at this time. A large portion 
of this capital is held by owners in other states. 
Should the capital of those banks be withdrawn from 
its accustomed uses, the portion of it owned abroad 
be taken home, and no means of similar investment 
provided, results must follow, more disastrous to the 
state, than any, even in the worst times, which it has 
hitherto encountered. I refer the legislature to the 
opinions and reflections contained in the communica- 
tion, embracing this subject, made by me to the last 
general assembly, for any suggestions which it might 
be my duty to submit at this time. 


Stringent measures, calculated to compel a_re- 
sumption by the banks of our own state, whilst those 
of several of the Atlantic, and all of the western 
and southwestern states, remain in a state of suspen- 


Sion, although they might accomplish much good, | 


would undoubtedly be attended with many evil re- 
sults, too obvious to any one conversant with the sub- 
ject, to need enumeration. The legal questions aris- 
ing out of laws, operating upon charters previously 
Sranted, tend also to embarrass this species of legis- 
lation. How far the legislature can go, in enforcing 
regulations upon private corporations, where provi- 
sion has not been made in the charter of such corpo- 
rations, for subsequent control is a question. which 
touches the fundamental doctrines of the social com- 
pact, and is obviously one, which, in the end, can 





only be decided by the judicial courts of the coun- 
try. Any law which the legislature might deem it 
proper to adopt, with a view to accelerate, the re- 
sumption of specie payments by the banks, should 
most carefully avoid any infraction of charters here- 
tofore granted, as in that event, it would not be en- 
forced by the courts of the state. 

Wisely and happily for us, the constitution has 
given to the representatives of the people, ample do- 
minion over the laws of the land, Secaded only by 
the restrictions contained in the constitution. The 
executive pewer is with us, as completely disjoined 
from the legislative, as that of the judicial. Our ex- 
perience for the last few years, has accumulated va- 
rious and many evils of a different system. Our gra- 
titude should be unbounded to those, who, in forming 
our constitution, limited executive power to proper ea- 
ecutive duties. 

I unite with the whole people of the state in the 
fervent prayer, that the great lawgiver of the uni- 
verse may so conduct your deliberations, that they 
may confer permanent biessings upon the state, and 
justly entitle yourselves to the applause and grati- 
tude of our common country. 

THOMAS CORWIN. 

Columbus, Dec. 7, 1841. 


Lecistature. In the house of representatives of 
the state, on the 21st instant, the following preamble 
and resolutions were moved by the speaker, (Mr. 
Spalding:) 

“Whereas ap opinion has become somewhat pre- 
valent that the independent states of this union will, 
at some future period, repupiate the payment of the 
debis by them respectively contracted with the capi- 
talists, both in Europe and America: and whereas 
such an opinion is at variance with every principle 
of patriotism, morality and even of common hones- 
ty: Therefore, be it 

‘Resolved, by the general assembly of the state of Ohio, 
That a just sense of right, independent of the high 
claims of her citizens toa character distinguished 
for honor and integrity, should effectually preclude 
our great state from entertaining the crude notion of 
absolving herself from the claims of her creditors by the 
mere exertion of sovereign power. 

“Resolved, As the sense of this general assembly, 
That the citizens of Ohio respect the sanctity of their en- 
gagements, whether of a public or private nature, 
and will atall times be found willing to pay the prin- 
cipal and interest of all debts by their state govern- 
ment fairly and lawfully contracted.” 

These resolutions were agreed to, in the house of 
representatives by sixty-four yeas to six nays. 





INDIANA. 

The governor’s message at the opening of the pre- 
sent session of the legislature after reviewing the 
prosperity and blessings of the past year proceeds to 
the subject of the 

STATE DEBT AND PUBLIC WORKS. 

You have met under peculiarly trying circum- 
stances. Since the adjournment of the last legisla- 
ture we have reached a crisis in our affairs, dreaded 
indeed by many, but which it was hoped might be 
avoided. Indiana, until this present year, had suc- 
ceeded in paying the interest on her public debt, 
and at the last session ample provision was supposed 
to have been made for its payment this year, but cir- 
cumstances beyond the control of the agents of the 
state, have rendered it impossible to procure the ne- 
cessary funds, and we are compelled te admit the 
unwelcome truth, that the credit of the state has not 
been sustained. 

It now devolves upon the legislature to devise and 
adopt measures the best adapted to the exigencies of 
our situation. To do this, it becomes necessary to 
look over the whole ground—to examine our exact 
situation with the strictest scrutiny, and make the 


‘most correct estimate we possibly can of the liabili- 
ties, and means, and resources of the state. 


In or- 
der that the whole subject may be fully presented 
and understood, 1 shall in the first place consider 
somewhat in detail the commencement and progress 
of those measures, the unfortunate issue of which 
has involved the state ia her present difficulties. 

In the, year 1827, the state of Indiana obtained 
from the general government a grant of land to aid 
in the construction of the Wabash and Erie canal, 
with a view to connect the Wabash river with Lake 
Erie. A portion of this grant was surrendered to 
the state of Ohio on the condition that she would 
construct the canal from the boundary of Indiana to 
the Lake. This canal. has: been completed, ready 
for navigation, from Lafayette on the Wabash, to the 
eastern line of the state. This work is not general- 
ly régarded as forming a part of the general system 
of internal improvements, in the prosecution of which 
the state subsequently engaged in the year 1836, It is 


now understood that Ohio will complete her, portion, 














of the line in 1842; by which.an uninterrupted com- 
munication will be opened between the Wabash and 
Lake Erie. ' 

In the month of January, 1836, the legislature 
passed an act to provide for a general system of in- 
ternai improvements, embracing a number of expen- 
sive works. The extent and present condition of 
these works, including the Wabash and Erie canal, 
with the total disbursement thereon, up to the pre- 
sent time, with the expenditure under every head, 
may be briefly summed up as follows: 

1. The Wabash and Erie canal from the state line 
to Tippecanoe, 129? miles in length, completed and 
navigable for the whole distance, at a total expen- 
diture, including payments for every purpose, of 
$2,041,012. This sum includes the cost of the steam- 
boat Jock at the Delphi dam, now nearly finished. 

2. The extension of the Wabash and Erie canal 
from the mouth of Tippecanoe to Terre Haute 1043 
miles—total probable cost, $1,500,000 —amount ex- 
pended, $308,855. The navigation opened so far 
down as Lafayette, and a portion of the work per- 
formed in the vicinity of Covington. 

3. The Crosscut canal from Terre Haute to cen- 
tral canal, 40 miles in length; estimated cost $718,672; 
amount expended, $420,679. No part of the work 
is navigable. 

4. The White Water canal, from Lawrenceburg 
to the mouth of Nettle creek, 76} miles; total esti- 
mated cost,$1,675,738; amount expended, $1,099,867. 
Thirty-one miles of this work navigable, extending 
from the Ohio river to Brookville. 

5. The Central canal, from the Wabash and Erie 
canal to Indianapolis, including the feeder dam to 
Muncietown; total distance, 124: miles; total esti- 
mated cost, $2,299,853; amount expended, $568,046. 
Eight miles completed, other portions nearly done. 

6. Central canal, from Indianapolis to Evansville, 
on the Ohio river; length 194 miles; total estimated 
cost, $3,532,394; amount expended, $831,302; 19 
miles of which at the southern end, connecting with 
the Ohio river, is finished, and 16 miles, extending 
south from Indianapolis, nearly finished. 

7. Erie and Michigan canal, 1823 miles; estimated 
cost, $2,624,823; amount expended, $156,324. No 
part of this work is finished. 

8. The Madison and Indianapolis rail road, 853 
miles long; total estimated cost, $2,046,600; amount 
expended, $1,493,013. Road finished and in opera- 
tion for about 28; miles. Grading very nearly fi- 
— on 27} miles in addition, extending to Edin- 

urg. 

9. Indianapolis and Lafayette turnpike road; 73 
miles in length; total estimated cost; $593,737; 
amount expended, $72,182. The bridging and most 
of the grading done on 27 miles from Crawfordsville 
to Lafayette. 

10. New Albany and Vincennes turnpike road, 
105 miles long; estimated cost, $1,127,295; amount 
expended, $654,411. Forty-one miles graded and 
McAdamized, extending from New Albany to Paoli, 
and 27 miles in addition partly graded. 

11. Jeffersonville and Crawfordsville road, 1643 
miles long; total estimated cost without metalling, 
$952,000; with metalling added, the cost would be 
$1,651,800; amount expended, $372,733; forty-five 
miles partly graded and_ bridged, extending from 
Jeffersonville to Salem, and from Greencastle north. 

12. Improvement of the Wabash rapids, under- 
taken jointly by this state and Illinois, one-half of 
the estimated cost of which is $102,500; amount ex- 
pended by. Indiana, 9,539. 

There has also been paid for the general contin- 
gent expenses of the board of internal improvements, 
for the purchase of instruments, &c. chargeable alike 
to all the public works, the sum of $35,564 41. 

By summing up the foregoing statement it will be 
seen that the whole length is 1,289 mules, 281 miles 
of which have been completed; aggregate estimated 
cost of all the works, $19,914,424; amount expend- 
ed for all purposes, up to this date, $8,164,528 21. 

The above estimates of the cost of the entire lines 
are based on the costof the work already, from 
which it appears it would require ts complete the 
whole of the above works, $11,750,000. At the 
present reduced prices it might take less, were it not 
for the. Joss and dilapidation on the unfinished por. 
tions of the works.* 

Following in immediate connexion with this view 
of our public works is the amount of the whole pub- 
lic debt of the state. Including all our liabilities 
this may. be estimated at $15,088,146. There is 
some difficulty in ascertaining the exact amount of a 





*The sum requisite to complete any particular work 
may be seen by subtracting the amount expended trom 
the estimated cost. Appended to the message isatabu- - 
lar statement, (A) prepared from the most authentic 
vouchers and sources of information, from. which the 





above was extracted, exhibiting the work done and the 
expenditures in detail. 
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of the items, but u referring to the most ac- 
avecdions of tafotesation it is believed the fol- 
lowing statement will be found substantially correct. 
1. For the Wabash and Eriecanal © $1,727,000 
9. For the establishment of the state bank 1,390,000 
3.. For the enlargement of the capital of 

said bank ; 
4. Advanced to the bank in anticipation: 

of the 4th instalment of the surplus 


‘revenue ‘i yO a 

5. For bonds advancéd to the Lawrence- 
| Se 

6. For sold for va —— im- 
provement system of 

7. Due* the:state bank for advances on 


1,000,000 
294,000 


221,000 
7,050,000 





‘the public works, including interest 693,146 
8. Amount of treasury notes outstanding 1,300,000 
9. For last July instalment of interest 259,000 
10. Hypothecated bonds sold 404, 
11. Bonds now thecated 665,00 
12. Interest On outstanding treasury notes 85,090 
Total i1¥ $15,088,146 


There has been advanced on the bonds now hypo- 
thecated $145,000 nearly. Should this sum be re- 
funded by the sale of state bonds, that item will be 
reduced to the amonnt of bonds sold to redeem those 
hypothecated. ‘When. the revenue of the year ]841 
shall be paid into the treasury the amount of treasu- 
ry notes will be reduced perhaps to $850,000. 

That of our ‘liabilities usually called the sus- 

nded which nothing has been received, 
in which may be included the Cohen property, con- 

sists of the following: . 

1. Due from the Morris Canal and Banking compa- 
ny for bonds sold to increase the stock of the 
state bank nearly $1,000,000 

2. From the same for bonds sold for in- 
ternal improvement perposes 1,146,000 

3. From other companies 894,000 

341,000 


4, Cost of Cohen property 
Total amount of the suspended debt $3,381,000 
By a joint resolution, in relation to money due in 
eastern cities and states for state bonds disposed of, 
approved February: 24, 1840, it was made the duty 
of the furid commissioners to require collateral se- 
curity to double the amount of the bonds sold to the 
Morris Canal and Banking company, to raise money 
to increase the capital stock of the state bank, or 
require the payment of said bonds or the return 
thereof. By this transfer to the canal fund commis- 
sioners, the management of this debt was taken from 
the officers of the bank, and it has since then be- 
come blended with the debts contracted on account 
of the general internal improvement system. 


No correct opinion can be formed of the probab!« 
amount which will be realized from the suspended 
debt, nor of the value of the collateral securities taken 
at different times for its payment; the securities are 
as various as can be well imagined, and many of them 
are doubtless scarcely worth the paper employed in 
conveying them to the state. A partof the debt may 
be recovered, but how much, or when, are questions 
it is impossible to answer. One thing, however, is 

retty certain, that very little of it can be collected 
jn time to be used for any immediate purpose. 

The public debt of the state may be arranged un- 
der three different heads: , 

First. ‘That part upon which the interest can be 

aid without a resort to taxation. This includes the 

wing loans, viz: , 

nt Original loan to create bank stock $1,390,000 

9d. Advanced to the bank in anticipation 

of the 4th instalment of the surplus re- 
venue 

3a. Advanced to the Lawrenceburgh and 

Indianapolis rail road company 221,000 


Total $1,905,000 
Sécond. ‘The treasury notes remaining im circula- 
tion. ‘The whole amount issued up to the Ist of 
November, 1840, was $1,450,000 60. The amount 
which has not been returned to the treasury is esti- 
mated at $1,300,000. These bear interest from their 
date until redeemed, at the rate of six per cent. per 
annum. 
Thivd. This part of the public debt consists of 
all those liabilities of every description, exclusive of 
the treasury notes upon which the interest is de- 





294,000 


“ mandable, and for the payment of which no adequate 


eans are at present provided. 
“ae ma Ihe stated as follows: of 
1. Bonds sold for. the, Wabash and Erie 
canal $1,727,000 
2. Bonds disposed of for internal improve- 


t pur 7,050,000 
$. "Principe dué ‘the state bank for ad- eda 
vances on the public works 641,500 


| 4. Hypothecated bonds sold and unsold {1,069,000 
5. For bonds sold to the Morris Canal and 
- Banking company, to increase the capital 

stock of the state bank 1,000,000 


Total $11,487,500 

This sum bears five per cent. interest, excep 
$100,000 of the Wabash and Eric canal loan, and the 
amount advanced on the public works by the bank, 
which bear six per cent.; and about $30,000 of seven 
percent. bonds recently disposed of in payment ofinte- 
rest. The annual interest on the above sum may be set 
down at $482)440. If we add to this the amount to 
be paid for exchanges, commission, expenses, &c. the 
least amount necessary to discharge the interest on 
the above part of the public debt will vary but little 





from $615,000 annually. 

To pay this amount of interest, the state possesses 
the following means, which may be relied on with 
certainty: | 
Ist. The interest on the proceeds of sales of 

the Wabash and Erie Canal $24,000 


2d. Interest from surplus revenue 32,000 
Total | $56,000 
Which being deducted from the. preceding sum of 
$615,000, leaves the annual interest due under the 
third head at the sum of $559,000. 

The proceeds from tolls, water rents, &c. on the 
public works, will be absorbed in expenses and re- 
pairs for some time. And all other extraordinary 
sources of revenue brought into the estimates usually 
made, are too uncertain to be relied upon at present. 
But I think it may be calculated safely, that in five 
years, should Ohio complete her portion of the work 
as soon as expected, the tolls and rents derived from 
the Wabash and Erie canal, when added to the an- 
nual interest received from the sale of canal lands, 
will be sufficient to pay the interest on the loan for 
its construction. 

It will be discovered from the foregoing statements 
that we have a twofold debt pressing heavily upon us, 
from which immediate relief cannot be expected, 
namely, the sum actually expended on the system of 
internal improvements adopted in 1836, comprising 
works which are not in a situation to yield any profit, 
and also the suspended debt upon which the accruing 
interest is to be paid, although the state has not re- 
ceived any part of the principal. 


It is due to ourselves, in this state of our affairs, to 
examine into some of the prominent causes which 
have produced the present embarrassments. The 
first of these is doubtless to be found in the number 
of large and expensive works embraced in the system 
of internal improvements, and their simultaneous 
prosecution. Also, the unexpected increase in the 
prices of provision, labor and materials, was such 
that a sum much greater than the original estimates 
was required for the construction of the public 
works. Two great errors were committed in the 
progress of the system. The first was paying the 
most of the interest out of the money borrowed. This 
subjected the state to the payment of compound in- 
terest; and the people, not feeling the pressure of 
taxes to discharge the interest, naturally became in- 
attentive to the policy which was pursued. Had the 
legislature commenced by levying taxes to defray the 
interest as it accrued, its amount would have been a 
certain index to the sums expended on the works. 
This of itself would have done much to check extra- 
vagant expenditures. The second error was selling 
bonds on credit. This finally led to the most disas- 
trous eonsequences, and it constitutes a prominent 
cause of the failure of the state to progress with the 
general system of improvements, that those compa- 
nies to whom bonds had been sold on time did not 
comply with their contracts. During the summer of 
1839 several very important works were rapidly pro- 
gressing to completion. Loans had been negotiated 
with the Morris Canal and Banking company, and 
other companies of less note, amounting to nearly 
two millions of dollars, and, generally, the proceeds 
were to be paid to the state in monthly instalments; 
so as to enable the canal commissioners to meet their 
engagements with contractors on the public works. 
Every thing seemed to be moving forward as prospe- 
rously as could be desired until the month of August, 
1839, when these companies became table to fulfil 
their contracts. Asa matter of course, operations 
on the public works ceased immediately, except on 
the Madison and Indianapolis rail road, for which a 
special loan had been made with a company in Ma- 
disoh. Ih a’ very short time the situation of the 
country became’ such, that money to progress with 
| the works could not be obtained from any quarter. 


| But the enumeration of the causes which produced 
|our present embarrassments does not stop here, par- 











| tT he unsold? (3665,000) will not draw interest unti! 
eid under the brpothecation. 





ticularly as relates to the non-payment of interest.— 
The legislature at the last session made provision fo, 
the payment of interest: and the redemption of trea- 
sury notes, by authorising the sale of bonds, to bear 
not.exeeeding seven per cent. interest, and by direct. 

‘the levy of 'a tax of forty cents on each hundred 
dollars'of the grand assessment. A\ss is well known 
the fund commissioner could not dispose of bonds on 
the terms required by the legislature. N. othing could 
be realized in the collection of taxes soon enough to 
meet the July instalment of interest. But this is not 
all. The actiof 1840, authorising the issue of treasy- 
ry notes, made them receivable for taxes, and it wij] 
be found, when the revenue of the present year shall 
have been - ‘into the treasury, the most, if not al) 
of: it will returned in treasury notes— which by 
law are required to be destroyed as they are received 
by the treasurer of the state. And the amount of these 
notes still in circulation must prevent us, for several 
years, from deriving any available means from the 
collection of taxes, with which to liquidate any part 
of the interest on the state debt. The condition of 
the mene debt is such that, although portions of 
it may be collected, yet we cannot procure it to pay 
interest as it falls due. 

Such is actually our condition; and candor and jus- 


tice to ourselves and to our creditors require us to 


acknowledge that we have neither under our control 

nor in pros , for some time to come, the means to 

ene the imterest on the whole of our public 
t. 

It is true, we might, by the sale of bonds greatly 

below their nominal value, manage to meet our lia- 


bilities for the present; but, owing to the vast depre- 


ciation of our bonds, the debt of the state would soon 
be augmented to a sum so large that it would be im- 
possible, under the most favorable circumstances, to 
sustain its accumulated weight. Such a line of po- 
licy must in the end lead to a failure more disastrous 
and oppressive in its consequences, than to pause at 
the present period of our difficulties. Heavy sacri- 
fices to pay interest will add to the existing burdens 
of the state, without the most remote promise of ulti- 
mate relief, although this may not be true in respect 
of measures to secure the completion of some of the 
best works. The sum which it would be necessary 
to lose in order to pay our interest at the present sell- 
ing price of our bonds, if properly and prudently ap- 
plied annually, would do more to relieve the state 
and calm the fears of judicious creditors, than large 
and continued sacrifices to meet the interest while 
permitting the works to decay. 

Nevertheless, it becomes us to leave no efforts un- 
tried to recover our former position. Indiana pos- 
sesses an enterprising and a rapidly increasing popv- 
lation. The natural resources of the state, as they 
shall be devoloped by the industry of her citizens, 
will add continually to her wealth, and this very ad- 
dition will result in a constant relative diminution of 
the burdens of the public debt. [tis our misfortune 
that we cannot preserve the faith of the state unim- 
paired. Still we should not despair of recovering 
from our difficulties while any means remain within 
our power with which we can work. Although 
whatever means, available at present, are insufficient 
to pay all the interest on our internal improvement 
debt, yet can we not with these and such other re- 
sources as can be reached, properly and prudently 
applied, place the state in a situation to pay her debts, 
and finally redeem her sunken credit? 


Unless infamy is to be sought in the suicidal mea- 
sure of repudiating the public debt, and we further- 
more adopt the destructive policy of abandoning «ll 
the public works comprised in the act of 1836, thus 
throwing away, at a dead loss forever, all that has 
been expended, the state could not do better than col- 
lect all her scattered means which can be made 
available, and with a determined effort endeavor to 
place some of the most valuable works in a condition 
to become profitable. 

So far as it can be done consistently with the pub- 
lic good and the pledged faith of the state, and with- 
out granting privileges which may prove detrimental 
to the future interests of the citizens, the state would 
do well to'secure the ‘assistance of companies who 
may be willing to contribute towards the construc- 
tion of the public works: That companies can be 
found to embark to any great extent in an enterprise 
of this character Ido not believe. Nevertheless, on 
some of the lines it is currently understood that asso- 
ciations of individuals can be induced to step forward 
and invest funds in the shape of stock to an amount 
which will afford efficient assistance in the comple- 
tion of those werks. * * * ° ” 

{Here follows the paragraph inserted at p. 242 of 
this volume]. . 

° . i * There is nothing pleasant in 
arriving at these conclusions, nor in expressing them; 
but while $0 much is said in a spirit of reproof, on the 
stibject of Indiatia protecting her credit under such @ 
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ication of difficulties, we ask to have it remem- 
pered that some of those upon whom. we. relied for 
the means of progressing with our public works. have 
not kept their faith with us. Howmuchsoever we 
may be obnoxious:to censure, as a state, for the in- 
considerate. manner in which the system.of internal 
improvements was projected and prosecuted, itis our 
misfortune, .and not through any dishonest intention, 
that we occupy Our, present position. Could we col- 
lect the whole, or.even @ moiety of the suspended 
debt, much. could be aecomplished.in sustaining the 
faith. of the state, It. was the creation of this debt 
whieh put, a stop to the operations on the public) 
works, and its weightis now crushing the energies of 
those who are struggling to sustain the credit. of In- 
diana. 

Asto our own public agents identified with these 
transactions, so far as. any of them have wilfully vio- 
lated their duty, they should answer therefor to the. 

oper tribunals of the country. You will, of course, 
in justice to all concerned, give this subject a fair and 
impartial investigation, and, if necessary, direct such 
proceedings as justice and the interests of the state 
may demand. 

In presenting the preceding details, views and re- 
marks, respecting the condition of the affairs of the 
state, and of the suspended debt, ] have found no 
pleasure. An imperious sense of duty has alone in- 
duced me to adopt the course I have pursued on this 
occasion. As regards the public works, the state 
debt, and our future prospects, it can subserve no 
useful purpose to ourselves nor to our creditors to 
conceal our real situation. When all know the 
ground upon which we stand, the wisdom of future 
measures can be fully appreciated, the object at 
which our exertions should be aimed can be more 
clearly perceived, and, fully understanding the pre- 
mises, the probabilities of a favorable result can be 
the more readily estimated by ourselves and those to 
whom we may look for assistance. 

[BANKS, RESUMPTION, TARIFF. 

The affairs of the state bank will claim your at- 
tention. As exhibited on the 30th of October, 1841, 
the condition of the bank was as follows: 

Means: 
Discounted notes and bills of exc’ge $3,708,158 06 
Balances due from, and notes of other 
417,040 82 
1,121,518 60 


banks, 
1,395,482 73 


Specie, 
Other resources, 
$6,648,210 21 
Liabilities. 
$2,940,415 00 





Notes in circulation, 


Individual deposites, 251,966 41 
Other liabilities, except 

those for the stock and 

its profits 294,794 46 





‘ 3,487,184 87 
Balance being amount of state and indi- 
vidual stock, and undivided profits, $3,161,025 34 


' $6,648,210 21 

It is to be remembered that in the year 1839 the 
stat usede $641,461 00 of the means of the bank, upon 
which not even the interest has not been paid, and to 
this amount is restricting the power of loaning to the 
citizens. As a matter of course, the bank, like indi- 
viduals, feels the pressure of the times, and it h<s 
become almost essential to the existence cf some of 
the branches that this debt should be liquidated, 

The subject of resuming specie payments has been 
fre early pressed on the western banks, It. is dif- 
ficult to foresee all the consequences of such a mea- 
sure, but one thing is certain that a change in the 
times for the better, will not be fully established 
until there has been a return to specie paying cur- 
rency resting on a durable basis. Still the only per- 
manent remedy of the present distress is to be found 
in the removal of individual indebtedness.. Such a 
result must be produced mainly by the profits arising 





those banks unable to redeem their liabilities in gold 

and silver, must suffer a depreciation which will ren- 

der it nearly valueless in. the payment of debts until 

it shall, have undergone the process of .the broker’s 

office. One matter which materially affects the pre- 
sent embarrassments, consists in the great declension 
in. prices, the real. effect of which isthe same as if 
the entire indebtedness of the country had been in- 
creased in a similar proportion to the reduction which 

has taken place in the value of labor, and every kind 

of transferable property.. A like result may be pro- 

duced.by causing a, depreciating of the circulating 
medium. Whenever the leading banks in the west 

shall have. commenced paying specie, their. paper 

must rise to the specie standard, the amount of their 

circulation will be rapidly diminished, and for self- 

protection not be thrown out again, until it has been 

clearly ascertained what banking institutions have 

survived. The paper which must depreciate, and it 

may include the treasury notes of this state, will re- 

main for the debtor, who will discover most unex- 

etedly, that.his debts haye been in effect enlarged 
y the increased amount of such paper which it will 

require to pay those debts contracted at home and 
abroad, with reference to a more uniform state of the 
currency. ._Whatever consequences may spring from 
a resumption, I fear those will be deceived who urge 
the measure, under the belief that it will, unaided 
by other measures, prove an effectual remedy for the 
distracted condition of the country. The origin of 
the evil lies further back, than the refusal of “the 
banks to pay specie. The suspension is’ but one of 
the many consequences which have flowed from over 
banking, over trading, and from wild and reckless 
speculation, through which wealth was sought by 
new and untried schemes that haye brought nothing 
but ruin aud bankruptcy to the projectors. 

The time for resumption should be selected with 
caution, and neither precipitated nor delayed, ex- 
cept for sufficient reasons. It, however may not be 
amiss to remark, if many banks of doubtful solvency 
continue increasing their circulation, which in all 
probability must prove worthless in the end, the 
sooner the resumption takes place the better for the 
country. When the banks shall uudertake to redeem 
their liabilities in specie, they must he sustained as 
far as possible, for a general failure in the effort, 
would but augment the disasters and difficulties, 
which have perplexed the trade, business and mo- 
neyed concerns of the country for the last few years. 
. In the meantime, if we wish to hasten the approach 
of better times we must live cheaper, pay our old 
debts as fast.as our available means will enable us, 
even if some considerable sacrifice is required, pro- 
tect the industry of our own citizens against the 
ruinous competition of low prices and scanty wages 
in Europe, and secure a sound and equal currency 
for the trading and commercial operations of every 
portion of our common country. 

As-respects the state bank of Indiana, it can no 
doubt resume. at the earliest day the leading western 
banks will name. Whether it can do so at an earlier 
period, without permanent injury to the baz itself, 
irrespective of the general welfare. is a question 
concerning -which a more correct opinion can be 
formed, when the condition of the branches shall be 
exhibited threugh their annual reports to the legisla- 
ture. 

The act. of authorising the issue of treasury notes 
provided that they should be issued of the denomina- 
tion of fifty and of five dollars, in an equal amount of 
each kind. ‘The larger notes have proved inconve- 
nient for cireulation, and for the payment of taxes, 
and have suffered, and are still liable to a greater de- 

reciation than those of the less deaomination. It is 
EO arate! that it would be highly beneficial to the pub- 
lic generally, if provision were made by Jaw for the 
state to take up the fifties, by substituting in their 
place notes of five dollars. As the state can lose 
nothing by the operation, no good reason can be con- 





| ceived why this should not be done immediately, the 


from the sale of the staple exports of the couutry, | more especially as it is now settled that they must 


and the interchange and transfer of property, and the 
surplus productions of labor in the payment of debts; 
and a well regulated currency, and equal exchaiges 
are most important signs in facilitating that part of 
these operations, in which money is requisite in. buy- 
ing and selling, or to pay debts at home, and especial- 
ly abroad. 

It must, however, be borne in mind that another 
crisis 1s before us, in whieh-every kind of property 
will be liable to a further depreciation: Just as-soon 


a8 the banks resume, whether immediately or at some. 
distant, day, those banks, unable to. withstand. the: 


shock, must’ sink, the most, if not all of them.never 
to rise again. .As.most of these have a large cireu= 
lation, a vast amount of paper money depreciated/in 
Value, ‘ory proving .worthiess in. the hands of ‘the 


heiders, will add. to. the disasters of: the times. At: 


the resumption of specie payments, the paper of all 





| remain in the hands of the people, until they can be 


' 


| taken up in the collection of the state revenue. Under 
, existing circumstances bonds cannot be sold for their 
redemption, and it will require every exertion to pre- 
vent their depreciation. Their value as a circulat- 
ing medium, for which they have been used must 
now depend on the facility with which they can be 
‘applied to the payment of taxes, and the demand 
created for them, by the amount of taxes’ to be col- 
lected. 
[STATE TREASURY, | ‘ 
From the report of the treasurer of state which 
will. be. laid. before you, it. will, be seen that the 
balance remaining in the treasury on the. 31st of 
October last, being the. close ofthe fiscal year, is, 
$29,774 93. ; : adi 
Phe report of the auditor of, state, which. will. be 


sent year from which the revenue of 1842 is to be 
derived. It appears that the whole taxable property 
of Indiana is valued at $95,518,763, showing an in- 
crease over the assessment 0 fhe. fevious year of 
$5,762,978. The number of polls d are 103,749, 
showing an increase in the number of polls, of 3,458. 
The revenue received the ptesént year for state pur- 
poses will be $459,884 5B. This amount is deriv- 
ed under the law directing an annual ‘permanent 
tax of forty cents to be levied each year on the 
grand assessment for internal improvement puré 
poses, and seventy-five cents on each poll to’ pay 
the current expenses of the state government.— 
These expenses are estimated for the ensuing year at 
$92,750 0. 

[STATE PRISON, ASYLUMS, remind AND CONCLU* 

SION. ]. 

The entire policy of its ‘discipline, as established 
by law, cannot be too soon abandoned for the cha- 
racter of the state. The country has been full of 
rumors for many years, of mismanagement and want 
of proper attention on the part of the’ superinten- 
dents; but it needs rae a hasty examination of the 
entire concern, to satisfy the most dull observer, that 
no man, or set of men, the best qualified that can be 
found, would be able to succeed in the’ managenient: 
of the present prison, as such an institution ought to 
be conducted. The prison itself, is‘entirely too small, 
and the buildings are ill-designed and worse con- 
structed. 

The location of the penitentiary'on the Ohio river, 
in the immediate vicinity of a flourishing commer- 
cial city, furnishes every facility for the profitable 
employment of the convicts; and a removal to a dis- 
tance from Jeffersonville is not to be desired. The 
ineligibility of the present site, however, is very ob- 
vious. The prison is situated within the inc 
rated limits of the town, with dwellings of the citi- 
zens near it. The practice has been for many years, 
and I apprehend it cannot be entirely changed until. 
more room is obtained, to employ a Part of the con-. 
victs at labor without the prison, and it has been the 
cause of much just complaint on the part of the citi- 
zens of Jeffersonville, that they are rots compelled 
to witness convicted felons mingling with the popu- 
lation of the town. Situated where the prison is, its 
management must, and does frequently bring the offi- 
cers of the institution in conflict with the police of 
Jeffersonville. 

It is submitted to your consideration, whether 
it would not be expedient and proper to so far 
change the present situation of the prison, as to es- 
tablish it without the limits of the town of Jefferson- 
ville. 

When Indianapolis was established as the seat of 
our state government, upon lands granted by ¢op- 
gress for that purpose, a lot of ample ‘size was re- 
served ay the state for the purrdse of a ldnatic asy- 
lum. othing has been done heretofore by the 
legislature to cerry out the object of this reserya- 
tion. 

The question is left for your decision, whether and 
by what means the object of the above reservation 
shall be effected. | 

The situation of the deaf and dumb in this state 
calls for some legislative interference. By the cen- 
sus it appears that there are in this state,305 deaf 
and dumb persons, and our statute books remind 
us that no provision has been made for their instruc- 
tion. 


Our state constitution has imposed it upon the ge- 
neral assembly “‘to provide by law for a general sys- 
tem of education ascending in a regular gradation 
from township schools to a state university, where- 
in: tuition shall be gratis, and equally open to all.” 
Although there has been much legislation, but. little 
progress has been made in the perfection of such a 
system. 


{it is almost impossible to ascertain the amount, or 
condition, of the funds appropriated for the benefit 
of common schools. 


Until these matters are clearly ascertained} every 
system of common school education must necessarily 
prove open This See ener a points to the 

ropriety of appointing some a or nts to ex- 
ped at into an Feput the general Condition of the 
school funds of the state, that future legislatures may 
be fully advised of the particular legislation, neces- 
sary to accomplish the design of that admirable fea- 
ture in our constitution, to which your attention has 
been invited. 


The fines and forfeitures in criminal eases have 
been. set apart asa fund for the establishment of 
country seminaries. How is it mangled or applied, 
is under the present laws, unknown to the legislature’ 
It is respectfully suggested that some P sxge should be 
adopted, by which the amount and mode of managing 
this fund in‘the respective countiés, may be annually 








laid before you, shows the assessments of the pre- 


reported to the general assembly. 
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The interests of the state university, endowed by | ry to its mouth, or the Milwaukee and Rock River 


the munificence of the general government, are en- 


titled to your especial attention. Iam in 


—shall be near its completion, or sooner if the 


of no facts, from which I can give any account of the | means of the territory will permit. The right to 


progress of the institution during the past year. 


improve the navigation of Peckatonik is now held 


I have endeavored thus to lay before you the con-| by an incorporated company, as also the right to con- 


dition and wants of aa fete gy fully as the means | Struct a rail road from 
enable me, with such sug- 


within my power would 


? uthport to Beloit. 
I understand that it is expected that an appropria- 


tions as seemed important for your consideration. | tion will be obtained from congress at its present or 


here is, as you will perceive, little in th t of | next session, to improve the navi 
ir ~: ee on look ba cal Tt and Grant rivers, and the river of the Four Lakes— 


our affairs, upon w 


tion of the Platte 


is difficult to foresee the result of the present state of | and possibly some of the streams which I have named 


things, and equally difficult to determine, what parti-| and I hope 

\ id. be. epphed. The involvement 
of the citizens, while adding to the embarrassments 
of the affairs of the state, increases the amount of 


cular remedy should 


responsibility resting upon us. There never has been 


the effort may be successful. 
A rail road from the Milwaukee to the Mississippi 


a time in the history of our state when a spirit of| the construction of a canal near this route could be 


forbearance, firmness of purpose, and an entire 
abandonment of all selfish designs were more imperi- 


ously required of those entrusted with the manage- 
ment of her concerns, 


WISKONSAN. 

The new governor of Wiskonsan has sent his open- 

ing message to the legislature of that territory. We 
the following from it. 

or the 
wool I would respectfully recommend that a law be 
passed to exempt all sheep and their fleeces from 
taxation for a term of years; and that such other pro- 
vision as is required may be made, that wool may 
become one of the staple productions of Wiskonsan. 
The cost of transportation of a pound of wool to N. 
York or Boston is but little more than that of a 
pepnd of flour, pork or beef, while its value in mar- 

et is five times greater than either. 

It is well ascertained that the sheep which are fed 
upon the high prairies increase in size and improve 
in health, and that their fleeces are more weighty 
than of those sheep which are confined to the pas- 
tures of the eastern and middle states. The exten- 
sive and rich prairies of the Wiskonsan Ridge and 
its branches, and upon which there is now no prospect 
of settlements being formed, we may expect, if the 
proper encouragement is given, will be occupied in a 
few years with flocks of sheep capable of supplying 
all of the manufactories of woollen goods in the U. 
States with wool. | 

And I avail myself of this occasion to propose, 
that a system of premiums may be established for 
the best of such agricultural productigns, (including 
stock), whose growth may be considered important 
to the interests of the territory; the amount of the 
premiums to be taken from the five per cent. fund 
which is required by law to be paid by every county 
annuaily inio the territorial treasury. 

The protection cf the business of mining and 
smelting of lead ore which has been heretofore af- 
forded by the United States by the duty on lead, has 
enabled the miners of Wisconsan to supply chiefly the 
consumption of the United States, and to furnish a 
considerable quantity for shipment to China and oth- 
er countries. The largest shipments of our domestic 
lead it appears have been made from Boston; and it 
is hoped that the intelligent and enterprising mer- 
chants of that city, who have thus obtained new mar- 
kets for an article of which Wiskonsan has this year 
produced over eweely millions of pounds, will re- 
ceive from this branch of our trade the reward to 
which they are so justly entitled, 

The fur trade of this country is prosecuted with 
foreign countries under the greatest disadvantages; 
and its interests appear to have been overloooked or 
disregarded by the government of the United States. 
While our furs and skins pay a duty in every port, 
all furs imported into the United States are admitted 
free of duty. The goods also, which are required 
for the trade, are manufactured in England and 
France, and pay a duty on their entry in the United 
States. The British trader opposes our own along 
our northern boundary, with goods which have been 
manufactured in the same shops in England as those 
in the ssion of our traders, and he pays no du- 
ty. The American traders have more con a mil- 
lion of dollars invested in this trade; it is a valuable 
interest to the country, and of sufficient magnitude 
to entitle it to consideration. 

In the prosecution of the inland trade of Wiskon- 
san the improvement of the navigation of the rivers 
by which it is traversed becomes an object of pri- 
mary importance and I earnestly recommend the 
adoption of measures at this session to render navi- 
gable the Neenah (or Fox) and Wiskonsan rivers, as 
this is the only route of communication by water be- 


tween Lake Michigan and the Mississippi, within this' purposes of the country, and in gradual advance- 


territory. 
The improvement of the Rock and Peckatonik ri- 


vers, can be undertaken, when Illinois shall have ren-' exuberant and virgin soil, has fitted it for every pro- 


dered the former navigable from the present bounda- 


of encouraging the growth of| route from Lake Michigan to the Mississippi, from 


given to this object, it would be of much greater 
general benefit. 
expedient by the legislature, there can be but little 
doubt that congress would give its assent to it. Whe- 
ther such a work should be undertaken by the terri- 
tory, or in any other manner, is a question to be de- 
termined by the legislature. But it is the general 
opinion as it is my own, that a rail or McAdamized 
road ought to be constructed on the most practicable 


and to those points which will afford the greatest fa- 
cilities to our trade and commerce. 
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ADDRESS OF GEN. JAMES TALLMADGE, 


BEFORE THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE, AT NEW YORK, ON 
26th ocr. 1841. 

Fe.Low citizens: We rejoice to meet you on this 
14th anniversary of the American Institute. It has 
been our lot very often to meet you on these occa- 
sions; and always, on our part, with increasing sa- 
tisfaction. It is with exulting pride we find we have 
your marked approbation of our whole course. 

The American Institute was incorporated many 
years since, for the purpose of advancing the acri- 
CULTURE, COMMERCE, and MANUFACTURES Of our 
country. It avows itself alike the champion of each, 
but in particular and especially of commerce. It is 
the interest of the country to do justice to her com- 
merce. Secure to that an open trade and unrestrict- 
ed enterprise, it will in return not only build up a 
commercial marine, and establish our naval strength, 
but will provide a market for agriculture and manu- 
factures, which will be sufficient, and all they ask, 
for their protection and indemnity. 

We have a country unsurpassed in its advantages 
by any other portion of the globe; and "blessed with 
a government, soil, and climate, unequalled by that 
of any other. Look at the mighty progress we are 
making in internal improvements. Already this 
country, which led the way in canals, has 3,700 
miles of canal navigation, pouring in its abundance; 
and 4,500 miles of rail road. ‘Thus we have about 
8,000 miles of these useful public works, equal in 
value to about $160,900,000, expended for the bene- 
fit and happiness of the whole people. No country 
on earth, ancient or modern, can produce any thing 
in physical achievements at all comparable to this. 
How different, and how much better is this, than 
those monarchical and despotic abbey which 
waste their revenues, and can boast only of their 
columns to heroes, pyramids to kings, and marble pa- 
laces, standing as monuments of the oppression and 
subjection of the people from whom such abundance 
has been wrung. 

We have had, during the progress of the present 
fair, addresses delivered on various subjects of pub- 
lic interest, and especially on agriculture ‘nd the 
culture of silk. You have, on our previous anniver- 
saries like this, been addressed by the wisdom and 
the learning of the land: by a Baldwin, a Burgess, an 
Everett, a Davis, a Kennedy, a Southard, a Webster, 
and many others: in fact, orators have preceded us, 
and facts and circumstances have been adduced by 

them, espousing and illustrating the principles of 
| encouragement and protection to the great interests 
| of agriculture, commerce, and manufactures. They 
| have so brought their eloquence and reason to bear, 
| that ] venture to say, there is not a book extant, 
combining at one centre, and containing so much in- 
|telligence in the same space, on these subjects, as 

the desk of the American Institute. 
| My purpose on the present occasion, is to call 
, your attention especially to commerce and its atten- 
dant consequences. It is perhaps sufficient for the 








ment; but it is not what it oaght to be. The extent of 
our country, its benign and varied climate, with its 


canal—with which it has been heretofore identified | 


pressible ey of our people have a course that is 
onward. ey aspire to active pursuits and deeds 
of enterprise as the price of success, and their claim 
to prosperity. 

nternal commerce is not what of right it ought to 
be. Our inereasing population, and the superabup- 








dant productions of our land, push - it forward to q 


| State of partial prosperity. But it bears no just pro- 
portion to the advance of internal improvements 
and what the attendant circumstances of the country 
/invited it to become. 
_down blessings upon us. We have been spared from 


Providence has showered 


the great scourges of mankind; {either war, pesti- 


‘lence, or famine. Yet our country is desponding 
has been several times proposed and the sum of ten’ and suffering under embarrassments. 

thousand dollars in part expended for the survey of | 
the route. If the land which was granted to aid in, nafactures withering, and at a stand. Labor de- 
_pressed. This strong arm of supply and defence js 


/not employed and protected as it should be. The 
If this change should be deemed! 


Agriculture is abundant, but has no market! Ma- 


revenue is diminishing, the treasury exhausted. The 
currency deranged; and credit destroyed. Foreign 
commerce is growing on us at an alarming extent. 

Is it not time that we should arouse the attention 
of the government to these facts, and warn it of our 
condition? 

The causes leading to such disastrous results, are 
worthy mature consideration. We cut the following 
article from a city paper, we believe from the Jour- 
nal of Commerce of September. 


“The revenue law will go into operation on the 
Ist proximo. It may preduce changes in the state 
of our trade, of which the extent cannot yet be fore- 
seen. At present, our trade with the continent of 
Europe, and with France particularly, is in a condi- 
tion which, it would seem, unwise legislation can 
alone have brought about. It is almost altogether 
in the hands of foreigners. Of the packet-ships re- 
cently arrived from France, with very valuable car- 
goes, four-fifths of these, certainly, and perhaps nine- 
tenths, were for foreign account, or consigned to fo- 
reign houses here. With the intelligence, industry, 
and enterprise of the American merchant, it is quite 
impossible that any equal competition should have 
shut him out so completely from the French trade; 
and therefore it is, we say, that unwise legislation 
must be at the bottom of it. 

“In anticipation of the new duties on silks and 
other merchandise, the produce of France, now free, 
very large assortments have arrived and are arriv- 
ing. So that the calculation of revenue from this 
source will, for the first portion of the current fiscal 
year, be disappointed, the country being stocked 
with free goods.” 

Yes, fellow citizeus, “unwise legislation” has erip- 
pled the energies and the resources of the country. 

Our trade is in condition which unwise legislation 
can alone have brought about. Nine-tenths of the 
importations from France are on foreign account. 
The same may be said as to importations from Eng- 
land, and from Germany. We are advocates for 
free trade. We have opened our ports to the pro- 
ductions of foreign countries. We receive foreigners 
with open arms, and extend to them all our civil 
rights and privileges, but are not willing to become 
their inferiors in this land of our birth. This mono- 
poly by them of our foreign trade, and of importa- 
tions, must have a cause. If it does not spring from, 
it is sanctioned and tolerated by, our own “unwise 
legislation.” It is high time our government placed 
us on a footing of equality with other nations. Fo- 
reign goods are imported on foreign account, accom- 
panied by a foreign agent, or consigned to one pre- 
viously stationed here, to hold possession of the 
goods—to sell them—draw the specie, and remit the 
proceeds by the return packet. Our regular mer- 
chants pay taxes and rents, and may look from their 
stores to witness what they severely feel, the facili- 
ties afforded to this process of foreign trade. The 
American importing houses have been superceded, 
and but few of them remain. This change in the 
course of the importing trade, is declared by foreign- 
ers to be necessary, as a consequence of our bad cur- 
rency and loss of credit. The diminution of our 
imports at the present time, compared with our ex- 
ports, comes not from any salutary measures, adopt- 
ed by our government; but arises from our former 
abi indebtedness, and the present doubtful safety for 
urther liabilities. The most visionary nullifier, could 
not ask a better illustration of the effects of our late 
public measures, than these facts present. 

If our government did not before know, it was 
informed by despatches from the American minister, 
General Cass, Oct. 28, 1839— 

‘‘That in 1836, France imported into the United 
States, value, 238 millions of francs. She received 
as im from the United States, value, 110 millions 
of francs.” The balance paid in specie. 

Again: 

*‘All the exportations from France to the United 





duction and every pursuit. The genius and irre- 


States, are manufactured articles; none of them giving 
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employment to American manufactures. The articles 
imported into France from the U. States, are in their 
natural state,”—(raw materials). ae 


ject of tobacco will be best disposed of by a refer- | 
ence to a “report on the regulation, etc. etc. of foreign 
countries on tobacco, by Joshua Dodge, late special agent | 
of the United States of America to Germany, March 16, | 


the United Kingdom, is no less than one-fourth of the 
whole tonnage employed in the foreign eommerce of the 
union.” 


The doeuments sent to congress on the 2d March, 


Again: : A pease | 
«two-thirds of all the importations introduced | 1840.” The report concludes with these astounding | 1841, show the tonnage and vessels which entered 


from France into the United States, are free of duty. 
Not one article imported into France from the United 
States is exempted from duty. The great American 
staple, cotton, imported into France, pays a duty of 
between four and five per cent. upon its value more 
than Egyptian cotton, thus far operating as a bounty 
in favor Of the latter. Upon silks imported into the 
United States from countries east of the Cape of 
Good Hope, a duty of ten per cent. is levied, while 
French silks are free of duty: a regulation which 
has driven the India and China silks from the Ame- 
rican markets, end which operates as a bounty upon 
the introduction of French (and English) silks; a 

roduet constituting almost one half in value of the 
amount of the importations of the United States from 
France.” 

This despatch added—‘‘It will be useless to pursue 
the matter in any other way, than by announcing to 
the French government at once, a determination to 
render the commercial intercourse between the na- 
tions, perfectly reciprocal, by countervailing regulations, 
and of adopting those without delay; if the concession 
demanded is not immediately made.” 

In a despatch of General Cass to our government, 
February 13, 1840, it is said: ‘‘We have no reason to 
expect any favorable charge in the system of tobacco | 
administration in France, by which our tobacco can | 
be admitted upon anything like a principle of reci- 
procity, unless we are prepared to change our mode 
of application; and to enforce, by our own laws, that 
equality of which we are deprived. I have endea- 
vored to give a general view of the commercial re- 
lations existing between France and the U. States, 
and to point out the inequality which exists—an in- 
equality resulting from the laws of France, and which 
is so great, that our exportations to that country do not 
exceed one half our importations, and the balance 
must be remitted in specie.” 

Again:—'‘*The history of modern trade scarcely 
exhibits an instance of greater inequality, than the 
commercial intercourse which now exists between 
the United States and France.” 

It may be asked, what our government did, upon 
despatches containing such extraordinary and mo- 
mentous facts? The answer must be, noruine!! The 
long ang yet continued duty of 10 per cent. on China 
silks, as a bounty upon the importation of French 
and English silks, is matter for curious and interesting | 
inquiry. 

As the greater portion of our commercial business 
is with England—we must proceed more particularly 
to speak of her; reminding you, that our commercial 
business and regulations with France and Germany, 
are much upon the same disadvantageous condition 
as with England. She is the principal cause of the 
present inequality of our commercial intercourse 
with the nations of Europe. She is a sea-girt isle, 
and justly considered the gem of the ocean. Her 
unravalled position and her attention and superior 
commercial policy, have enabled her to hold her own 
trade; and she is busied to gain and supplant ours. 
We were once her colonies; but by the strength of 
our arms, and the wisdom and virtue of a Washing- 
ton, we freed ourselves. She has since gone on co- 
lonizing the world by her commercial regulations; 
and by our own ‘‘unwise leyislation,’’ she has again 
reduced us almost to a colonial condition. Her mea- 
sures have been, her corn-laws; (to name them is 
enough); her colonial system, and discriminating du- 
ties, to encourage her own commerce and depress 
that of other countries. All these proceedings have 
been left years past, by our government unresisted 
and without measures of retaliation. We have with 
her a treaty of reciprocal navigation; under which she 
has flooded us with her manufactures; and in return, 
takes little or nothing from us: she drains us of our 
specie and even of that obtained by other sources of 
trade; and yet prohibits, by rate of duties, every ar- 
ticle we can send her in return, but cotton. Politi- 
cal quacks may put plans of finance and currency 
upon paper as often as they please, and call them 
bank, sub-treasury, or any other name of delusion. 
No bank or currency can stand: there is no commercial 
condition of a country which can be sound and healthy, 
““unless we render the commercial intercourse between the 
two nations equal, by eowntervailing regulations.” 

Let the treatment of American tobacco in the 
markets of Europe illustrate the condition of our 
trade in Kngland, and which is also in substance the 
same with Franee and Germany. ‘The duty in Eng- 
land on leaf tobacco, is 3s. sterling per pound, which 
is about thirteen hundred per cent. on the cost. To- 
bacco stemmed and pressed in casks, is called ‘‘ma- 


! 
} 


remarks: 

‘Europe levies a revenue of about $30,000,000, on 
about 100,000 hogsheads of American tobacco, which eost | 
in the United States about $7,000,000.” “England | 
alone levies about $17,275,700, on about 18,000 hogs- | 
heads of our tobacco, in the form of duties, excise, licen- | 
ses, etc.; being equal to about two-thirds of the expenses ef | 
their navy; and about equal to the whole expenses of the 

government of the United States of America.” 

Look at the article of rice. The cost being $3,25 
per cwt. the duty is 15s. sterling; and more than the 
value of the article. This is to encourage the rice 
of their East India possessions. 

With all due deference to nullification, the Ameri- 
ean Institute maintains, that the southern planters, 
who have tobacco or rice lands, are entitled to the full 
benefit of their production, and,ought to be protected 
in a market; and the full benefit of their crops ought 
not, by the neglect of our government, to be given 
over, for such enormous profits, to foreigners. 

Flour is met by prohibitory duties. The article of 
salted pork is subject to a duty of six dollars per bar- 
re]; and fresh pork is prohibited; to aid their agricul- 





ture. Lumber is subject to a duty of prohibition, in 
American vessels, in order to support their shipping | 
interest. Shingles are charged with a duty of $3,25, | 
in American vessels; and, in many cases, trading ves- | 


the voyage. 

In addition to such numerous facts, England is now 
busy endeavoring to render herself independent of us 
soon, in the article of corron. She will soon be en- 
abled to place it on the footing of tobacco. She has, 
about two years since, purchased our cotton gins, and 
hired men from this country upon liberal salaries, to 


sels are admitted from their own ports and colonies | 
nearly duty free, and thus breakiug up the fruits of | 





go out to India, to teach the natives how to raise and 
produce cotton. She sent out for this purpose, at 


ing them the art. Colombia, in South America, has 
sent to this city, orders for Sea Island cotton-seed; in 
hopes to rival South Carolina in that unequalled pro- 
duction of the world. The beginning results of these 
measures already appear in the late British price 
currents; we see it stated that 70,000 bales of cotton 
had arrived from India, and had lessened the price 
of cotton in the market. Another British price cur- 
rent states: 








Imports of American cotton, 792,230 
Last year, 1,116,202 
Decrease—bales, 323,972 


The course of trade and commercial regulations, 
is the eause of our great indebtedness abroad; of the 
balances of trade, almost uniformly against us, and 
the consequent continued drafts upon our specie. I| 
took from a city print, the last of September, this 
notice: 

The specie shipped in masses, is as follows: 


Gladietor, for London, $230,000 
Louis Phillippe, for Havre, 346,000 
Great Western, for Bristol, 971,340 


Akbar, for Canton, via Liverpool, 250,000 








$1,097,340 


may, perhaps, be substantially correct to consider 
the drafts on us for specie, as equal to one million of 
dollars per month, and exhausting the specie we de- 
rive from other sources of trade. It is now ascer- 
tained that since July, seven millions of specie have 
been sent out to France and England, and almost en- 
tirely for untaxed Juxuries. .Vo currency, or banks, 
or agriculture, or manufactures, can stand wp and prosper, 
weer such a condition of commerce. 

Among the effects of those measures, are—the de- 
rangement of commerce; the drawing away specie; 
the depression of internal commerce; the destruction 
of labor; and, above all, the alarming and ruinous in- 
crease of American commerce, in foreign vessels. 

The Edinburgh Review, for July, 1840, endeavor- 
ing to show the interests which would be sacrificed 
in a war with the United States, says: 

“On the average of the last four years, the propor- 
States, entering the ports of the United Kingdom, 


bore to the tonnage of our whole trade inwards, (in- 
cluding coasters,) was as one tonine and ahalf. And 





nufactured,” and the duty is 9s. sterling, or about 
two thousand per cent. on the cost. This whole sub- 


one time, 105 barrels of cotton seed, obtained from | 
this country, with steam engines and other necessary | 
implements; she is also encouraging its growth and | 
production in Egypt, in Brazil and in Texas. The | 
climate and soil of these countries, are congenial to | Canadian account. 
the production of cotton; and Great Britain is teach- | eighteen schooners, busily employed in carrying flour 


| the United States in 1840: 


“American vessels No. 7,211 __ ton. 1.576,946 
Foreign “ PD y at eee SR, 
Thus showing, one third of the American com- 
merce, in number of vessels and tonnage, is in fo- 
reign bottoms; and principally under the British flag. 
This is by reason of the discrimination and advanta- 


ges of a market, given by other governments against 


our commerce and carrying trade. British vessels 
visit, with facilities, our eastern ports, and take our 
produce by way of Halifax and Brunswick, to foreign 
markets, which are closed, by high duties, against 
American vessels. It is thus that five-sixths of the 
commerce of Marve is in British vessels; as is also 


two-thirds of the commerce of Georgia. The table 
of the tonnage of that state is: 
‘American, 23,204 
British, . ‘ 41,721.” 


In April last, I went up the Savannah river. There 
were then eleven large English ships lading with 
Georgia timber. No American vessel. 

If such an undue proportion of our commerce, car- 
ried on in foreign vessels, to the exclusion of the 
American flag, is beneficial either to the particular 
states, or to the nation; the Chesapeake, the Dela- 
ware, and the Hudson, ought to be opened to a par- 
ticipation of the benefits. But if not, the subject has 
long required the action of congress, and calls for a 
just protection to our own carrying trade. 

The commerce and navigation an the western lakes, 
exhibit a case yet more extraordinary: 


“Take Ontario. Vessels. Tonnage. 
American 599 63,517 
British 1,011 215,080 

Lake Erie. 

Detroit—American 7 593 
as British 155 12,000.” 


Buffalo, Cleveland, and other places, seem to be 
omitted; and the tables are too imperfect to state the 
commerce of the upper lakes. It is, however, mat- 
ter of public report, that some of the principal flour- 
ing mills at Oswego, and other places, are grinding on 
One line of transportation had 


to Kingston. It is there branded, as Canadian manu- 
facture, and passed down the Si. Lawrence, to be 
earried in British ships to a foreign and rival market. 
At Cleveland, it is known, there are several Cana- 
dian houses, and houses with Canadian partners, en- 
gaged in the produce brought by the Ohio canal. Their 
operations are so extensive, that many of them have 
steam engines to load from canal boats, and to reship 
in vessels for Kingston. One among the many let- 
ters, appearing in the public prints, will best tell the 
course of the British business in American produce, 
and from which American vessels are excluded, by 
discriminative duties. 
[ Extract of a letter. | 
“Cleveland, Sept. 26, 1841. 

‘“‘Six thousand barrels of western canal flour were 
sold here to-day, deliverable at Kingston and Pres- 
cott, in Canada, by Oswego and Ogdensburg millers, 
on terms equal to $6, cash here. One thousand three 
hundred bushels wheat sold to-day at $1 15 which is 
the top of the market. The stock of wheat here 





Although this shipment was for a single week, it | 


must be large, but holders are not disposed to submit 
to heavy losses yet. 

“P.S. Evening—Two thousand barrels more Os- 
wego flour sold, deliverable at Kingston, at a frac~ 
tion below the previous sales.” 


| The store-houses in Kingston are not large enough, 
and shantees are built to hold the American produce, 
sent there to be reshipped and compete with our ves- 
sels and commerce in foreign markets. Much of the 
produce of eleven states and territories, bordering on 





tion which the tonnage of ships from the United) 


the lakes and western waters, is thus diverted and 
|sent down the St. Lawrence, checking the free com- 
|merce of this city and country, and goes to aggran- 
|dize our naval and commercial rival, In vain did 
| Perry fight, with matchless valour, for the mastery 
lof the lakes. The one ship which “headed off,” from 
ithe line of battle, and would not join in the fierce 
fight, must have been gifted with second-sight, and fore- 
saw the inutility of conquering in war, that mastery 
which was so soon, and so ingloriously, to be surren- 
dered in time of peace. 

The tolls on the Welland canal suddenly rose from 
£12,000 to £50,000 sterling; and the tolls and freight 
of the New York canals fell a corresponding amount, 
after the treaty with England, which sacrificed to us 
the West India trade. That canal aided to divert 
much of the trade of the upper lakes; and her com- 
mercial regulations have secured to England also, the’ 





the corresponding amount for the United States, | transportation and market of this portion of American 
' shows that the tonnage employed in the trade with! produce. 
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It is one of the commercial regulations of England, between tobacco raised in the British colonies, or the 
that American produce, arriving ata port of her co- United States, is 3d. sterling, or 6 cents per lb.; being 


Jony, is naturalized as colonial produce, and may be equal to the price of Virginia and Kentucky tobacco 
re-shipped in British vessels to the mother country,: 


or to any other colony, or foreign port; while a like . author, in 1834. ; 

voyage is prohibited toan American vessel. It is| The duty levied on pot and pearl ashes imported 
thus that a large portion of the produce of the states, into Great Britain from the United States, is 6s. 
bordering on the lakes, on being sent across, to any sterling, or $1 44 per cwt.; while from British colonies 
British settlement, becomes naturalized; and is sent, ashes are admittrd free of duty. The effect of this 


by the way of the St. Lawrenee, to foreign markets, has been to drive the trade in ashes from the northern: 


in British vessels;—thus encouraging ship-building, | states to Montreal and Quebec, whence they are. car- 
and the shipping interest of England, and furnishing ried to England in British vessels. Thus in 1834 the 
an effectual nursery for British seamen. It explains imports of ashes from the British colonies, (Canada, 
why five-sixths of the commeree of Maine, and two- &e.) were 84,937 cwt. and only one cwt. from the U. 
thirds of that of Georgia, and now nearly one-third | States. 


of the commerce of the United States, is carried on,! In 1838, England raised, by duties levied. on cor- 
and increasing, in British vessels. It tells this coun-| ron from the United States, $2,434,949, while she 
try, why her labourers and mechanics are unemploy- | prohibits, or burthens with heavy duties, every article 
; why the amount of New York ship-building is of our agricultural produce. Foreigners, and agents 
lessening yearly; why many of those she has, are un-| for foreign business, may well huzza!! for such a 
employed, and. her general prosperity 1s unequal to|rree rrape. It is according to the English book. 
the advantages of her situation and enterprise. Add | Will any person with American feelings join in such 
to these circumstances the countervailing and prohi- | clamor? 
bitory duties of England against the agriculture and| It is not true that the .2merican Institute, is an ad- 
the commerce of this nation, all disregarded and su- | vocate for a uicH TARIFF. It maintains equality and 
pinely acquiesced in, by our own government, and | a perfect reciprocity in trade. It proposes to offer to 
the present depressed aud disastrous condition of the | other governments, free trade, equality and recipro- 
currency and the country cannot be misunderstood. | city. Our business is to offer to England and. to 
The balances of trade against us the last six years, are | France to come to some agreement, for a just and 
nearly three hundred millions of dollars, for articles | equal trade; to take our tobacco and rice on. equal 
which could have been manufactured in this coun-| terms; to make American productions free, and re- 
try; to say nothing of the two hundred millions of | ciprocal: and if this is refused, to adopt countervail- 
state stocks sold in Europe in the same time. How | ing regulations, as a defence against their unjust 
mysterious it is that our finances and currency are | measures; and to put on their broadcloths, silks, and 
deranged. and business depressed!!! Congress and | manufactures, the like duties they put on tobacco 
our government have been tinkering at the system of | and the agriculture of our country. Their aggres- 
banks, while they shrink with dread from looking at | sions, to be our rule of resistance. 


the real causes. 5 It is the object and wish of America, to walk in 
The injurious effects of these measures on New | the paths of peace. Give a clear deck, or an open 
York alone, are worthy of consideration. In 1835, field, and she will ask no favors of the world. But 


the freight which came to tide water, on the New | with our keen savaci ' a 
I esi" gacity, and what with politics and 
York canals, was 753,191 tons, and required over president making, our country is not going in ad- 


1,400 vessels, of 500 tons each, to transport it to this | vance, as she ought, with all her natural advantages. 
city and to a foreign market. It gave life and activity | With keen and vigorous governments abroad, careful 
to our towns and cities, by a continued employment | of their interests; and with party rulers hereat home, 
and an increasing demand for labor, materials and | ;,j4en¢ only on their places and party discipline, it is 


mechanic skill; and formed an important item in our | yo matter for wonder that currency is deranged, com- 
domestic and foreign commerce. The tolls, business, | eroe depressed, and, in short, all the concerns of 
and freight on our canals have been greatly Jessened | jp), country embarrassed. . 


by this diverted trade. The diminution exceeds in ” : ’ 
amount the growth and increasing production of the | ‘These things explain why, among other things, 


west. our commercial marine is languishing. Strife may 
The statistics of ship building, for 1840: come and "find our marine deranged and our hardy 
Vessels. Tons. |Samen driven to other pursuits, and one-half of the 

‘Maine, there were built, 18] 38.936 trade of our country in possession of foreigners. War 
Massachusetts, 113 17,811 |™may come, and we may blow the trumpet, and cal] 
New Jersey 103 for these naval heroes in the hour of need, to “hold 
Maryland, 111 their steady march upon the mountain wave,” and 


New York, 72 13,786" they may not be within our call; and all this too, 
Thus showing the comparative condition of your | Hie it is the declared policy of our country to en- 
commercial emporium. It has been diminished in | C°UT@S° navigation; and especially long voyages as a 
amount for the last several years. How could it be | NURSERY For seamen. For this object a bounty. is 
otherwise, under the commercial regulations of other | P*!4 on the fisheries; and drawbacks allowed on the 
governments, and almost the abandonment of our | 'C-®Xportation of foreign articles. The amount does 
own? In common with the nation, it has claims for|"0t appear in the table, but is believed to be nearly 
relief and protection in its just rights and pursuits. | €4¥4! to one million of dollars. 

Spar deems it correct and wise to follow illus-| Inthe face of such facts, the last revenue bill has 
trious precedents. She too naturalizes the produce | surrendered the China trade to British shipping!! Tea 
of other countries, in order to command its carrying | from China, was before, and has been a long time, 
trade in her own vessels. Our cotton is prohibited | duty free, in American vessels; and ten per cent. du- 
going to Spain in American vessels; while, if sent to} ty if in foreign vessels. In the last revenue bill this 
her colony of Cuna, it is there naturalized, and then | little discriminating duty of 10 per cent. is repealed, 
shipped in Spanish vessels to the mother country, or | and it enacts, that tea shall be duty free, “from Chi- 
a foreign market. A considerable commerce of this | a,” or ‘ANY OTHER pLace.” This must be in favor 
kind is now carried on from Havanna; to the loss of | Of British shipping; and in compliment toa duty of 





») 
New Orleavs and to American vessels. Our govern-|two thousand per cent.on our tobacco, and duties 


ment yields to all this. It ought to support our trade | operating as a prohibition against rice, flour, and the 
and commerce, or withdraw like the Chinese, and be | productions of our agriculture, unless diverted to 
ready in our turn, to be murdered because we wiil | those channels, giving the carrying trade to British 
not eat opium. vessels. The old stale teas of British stores, are 
The cotton of Texas and the Red River would come | now to be sent to this country in British vessels, duty 
to New Orleans, as its port of business, deposite and | /ree- 
shipment for market; but a duty amounting to prohi-| While we gave to France a free trade in her silks, 
bition against foreign cotton, as a protection of this | wines, and luxuries, as a reward for the embarrass- 


staple of the southern states (and which oppose its' ments inflicted by her, on our commerce and agri- 
extension to the staples of other states), compels it | culture, we have 7 








in London market, (in bond), according to the same | administration; but engaged and engrossed as the 


to turn aside into the Gulf of Mexico. Ne 
leans suffers the loss of its business, and Am: 
vessels are deprived of its carrying trade. 

Much is said about free trade. u 
books on political economy for us to use, but not to | 


sake of revenue. 


the quantity of leaf tobacco imported from the U. | 
States was 37,804,871lbs. the duty on which, at 3s. 
sterling per lb. would amount to $27,219,507. 
cording to Mr. McCulloch, the diseri:minati: 


England sends 


yet continued the duty of 10 per 


w Or-! cent. on silks from beyond the Cape of Good Hope, 
erican | which operates as a tax on us, and as a bounty.on the 
silks of France and England. 


With the protecting duty long since allowed on 


|New Orleans sugar, a bounty was given, in the na- 
be regarded by herself. Our government has gone | ture of a draw 


on giving free trade, without any return, till an empty je 
treasury has compelled it to resume duties for the | d 


back on the importation, refining, and 
xporiation of foreign sugars. When the duty was 
iminished, the bounty remained unregarded. This 


wh: | omission did not offend nullification, as it onlv great- 
In 1834, by the official statement to parliament, | ] 2 


y increased the exports of Cuba, created a few mil- 


| lonaire refiners in this city and in Boston; and pre- 
sented the rare circumstance of a bounty paid by 
Ac- | this country for supplying. Russia - with W 

1g duty ‘sugar! The lest congress, in mercy to the empty 


est India 


treasury, repealed this bounty, so far, as to be only 
equal to the duty paid., Such a state cf things could 
jnot have been the intention of any congress or an 





are in president-making, and in squabbles of party 


polities, it is only their heedless legislation. They 
ave not had time to insist on, equality and recipro- 
city in trade, and take the proper retaliatory mea- 
sures against the injurious commercial regulations of 
other governments. In oldeu times the messages of 
our presidents dwelt on the support and condition of 
agriculture, commerce, and manufactures. In latter 
years, these subjects are deemed too unessential to 
gain admittanee into such public documents, 

We do not speak of any of these things as parti- 
sans. The American Institute belongs to no party. 
It censures all parties alike. Party spirit and the 
discipline of party, is the bane of our land, and the 
curse of our country. The Institute calls for sup- 
port to our agriculture, commerce, and manufac- 
tures, and to procure such legislation as will put us 
on an equality with other nations in all our commer- 
cial pursuits. 

There is no defect in our institutions, or in the 
character of our people, which occasions the pre- 
sent depression of our concerns, foreign and domes- 
tic. We stand elevated in the eyes of the world for 
capacity to produce. If Russia wishes to build a 
vessel, she sends: to New York for one as a model. 
When she needs an imperial steam frigate, New 
York is employed to build it. Spain also sends to 
New York for steam vessels of war. Is a cotton 
factory or a steam sugar mill wanted, America fur- 
nishes it. Does Prussia need a flouring mill, she 
sends to Baltimore for machinery. An American is 
selected as engineer, while Dantzic sends her citi- 
zens to Rochester to learn the art of grinding wheat. 
Austria sends to Philadelphia for locomotives. The 
grand sultan sent here for our Eckford to instruct 
them in ship-building, and for our Porter, to impart 
capacity and valor for their defence. When Egypt 
wakes up from her Pharaoh sleep and finds that the 
hands of her subjects and her bullock-mills are not 
the most perfect in the world for digging canals, she 
too sends for tools and steam-engines. When Texas 
wants machinery, she sends to Lowell and Patterson; 
and England—even England herself sends to Phila- 
delphia for locomotives, for she can build nothing to 
equal them. It is only in our own country, that 
American genius and enterprise are not sustained 
and honored. 


Were there vouchsafed to us this free trade, or 
reciprocity which we ask, American productions, 
would meet the eye of the traveller in every country 
and clime. Even now an American peace-maker, 
built by the inventor, frowns from ramparts of Con- 
stantinople. in saying a peace-maker, I do not 
mean a Quaker; their chaste and beautiful princi- 
ples ill accord with this degenerate age. I refer to 
Cochran’s repeating gun, which must soon come in- 
to general use. While we have such weapons to 
defend us, we need not fear to assert boldly our 
claim to reciprocity and free trade. This is not the 
only instance in which members of the institute have 
been called abroad to superintend the building of in- 
ventions, the offspring of their own minds, and 
eg will long stand as monuments of American 
skill. 

Having, perhaps, hereafter no better opportunity 
to express the deep obligations which the American 
Institute feels under to the U. S. naval officers on 
this station, | will improve it by saying that we 
should be most happy to reciprocate, and have look- 
ed about us for the means of so doing. 


We can only offer you, gentlemen, in return, our 
sincere thanks, and the beautiful nautical instru- 
ments which are now before you, manufactured by 
members of this institute, which, by their near ap- 
proach to perfection, will give you greater confi- 
dence in crossing the mighty waters; and should 
these fail which we offer with one hand, we hold in 
our other a Francis life boat to succor and to save 
in the last extremity. 

?L$>The president then announced the delivery 
of the premiums, commented upon various speci- 
mens and individual manufactures; and the affairs of 
the exibition closed with music from the naval band. 

3-3°Tue memorable “armed neutrality” of the 
north, under the auspices of the empress CarHaRINE, 
formed for the defence of “FREE TRADE,” was 
overthrown in the wreck of the French revolution. 
“Russia was prosperous in 1816, °17, 18 and 719; 
but, fascinated with the theories of Adam Smith 
and J. B. Say, she adopted a new tariff in’ 1818, on 
the delusive plan of letting trade regulate itself.* In 
this tariff she abrogated her prohibitions, and Tower- 
ed her duties. The country was immediately delug- 
ed with foreign goods, and m due cotitse, drained of 


—— : or ete 


*The tarii? did not go in‘o operation til 1920, 
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its specie, as we have been in past years, to pay for 
the surplus of those imports, which far exceeded its 
exports. The most disastrous consequences took 

Jace. Circulation was stopped. Distress and wretch- 
edness overspread the land. The manufactures, as 
was the case in this country, first fell victims to this 
mistaken policy. Agriculture next felt the shock; 
and finally, bankruptcy swept a large portion of those 
commereial houses whose cupidity had paved the way 
for the misery of their country.” 

The following statement of the sufferings of the 
country is taken from a circular of the emperor of. 
Russia, signed by count NesseLrope:—(published 
1827: | 

Heh produce happy effects, the principles of com-. 
mercial freedom must be generally adopted. The. 
state which adopts, whilst others reject them, must con- | 
demn its own. industry and commerce to pay a ruinous 
tribute to those of other nations. 

“From a circulation exempt from restraint, and 


the facility afforded by reciprocal exchanges, almost | 


all the governments at first resolved to seek the means | 


of repairing the evil which Europe had been doomed | 
to suffer; but experience, and more correct calculations, | 
because they were made from certain data, and upon the | 


results already known, of the peace that had just taken ' 


place, forced them soon to adhere to the prohibitory sys- | 


tem. 

“England preserved hers. Austria remained faithful 
tothe rule she had laid down, to guard herself against the 
rivalship of foreign industry. France, with the same 
views, adopted the most rigorous measures of precaution. 
And Prussia published a new tariff in October last, which 
proves that she found it impossible not to follow the exam- 
ple of the rest of Europe. 

“In proportion as the prohibitory system is extend- 
ed and rendered perfect in other countries, that state 
which pursues the contrary system makes from day to day 
sacrifices more extensive and more considerable. * * * 
It offers a continual encouragement to the manufactures of 
other countries— and ils own manufactures perish in the 
struggle, which they are as yet unable to maintain. 

“It is with the most lively feelings of regret we 
acknowledge it is our own proper experience which 
enables us to trace this picture. The evils which it 
details, have been realized in Russia and Poland since 
the conclusion of the act of 7-19 of December, 1818. 
AGRICULTURE WITHOUT A MARKET, IN- 
DUSTRY WITHOUT PROTECTION, LAN- 
GUISH AND DECLINE. SPECIE IS EXPORT- 
ED, AND THE MOST SOLID COMMERCIAL 
HOUSES ARE SHAKEN. The public prosperity 
would soon feel the wound inflicted on private for- 
tunes, if new regulations did not promptly change the 
actual state of affairs. 

‘Events have proved that our AGRICULTURE and 
our COMMERCE, as well as ow MANUFACTUR- 
ING INDUSTRY, are not only paralyzed, BUT 
BROUGHT TO THE BRINK OF RUIN.” 


TT 3 tO OEY on OE Sie POT 
TWENTY-SEVENTH CONGRESS, 
SECOND SESSION. 




















SENATE. 
Decemper 28. Mr. Walker, of Mississippi, ap- 
peared in his seat. 

The president of the senate prrecpiae a memorial 
from the anti-slavery society of Pennsylvania, asking 
that congress would take measures for the removal 
of the seat of the general government to some non- 
slaveholding state. Motion to receive ordered to lie 
on the table. 

Mr. Clay gave notice of his intention to ask leave 
to introduce to-morrow a joint resolution (or joint re- 
solutions) for amending the constitution in regard to 
the veto power and in regard to the appointment of 
members of congress to office. 

On motion of Mr. Linn, all the petitions and me- 
morials relating to the occupancy, &c. of the Oregon 
territory, presented since 1838, were removed from 
the files and referred to the select committee. 

Mr. King, presented a bill regulating commercial 
intercourse with the port of Cayenne; in the colony 
of French Guiana, and to remit certain duties, with 
a recommendation that it do pass. 

The resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. Linn, 
asking what would have been the operation of the 
land distribution bill if it had been in operation in 
1840, was taken up and adopted. 

Mr. McRoberts, on leave, introduced a bill to estab. 
lish a port of entry at Chicago, in the state of Illinois. 

Mr. Bates gave notice he should move for leave to 
bring in-a bill to refund the ascertained balance due 
to Massachusetts for disbursements during the last 
war with Great Britain, 

The bill to establish an additional land office in the 
state of Alabama was taken up, on motion of Mr. 
Smith, of Indiana, and, after being discussed, was or- 


| there being a majority in favor of it, there was pro- 


The bill to postpone the operation of the bankrupt 
law having its second reading— 

Mr. Berrien moved that it be referred to the com- 
mittee on the judiciary. 

Mr. Benton asked the chairman of the committee 
the reason of such motion, not regarding it proper so 
to refer the bill. 

Mr. Berrien said that several memorials having 
been referred to the judiciary committee upon the 
same subject, he regarded the motion the proper one 
to make in reference to a bill of the same character. 

Mr. Calhoun said he believed that there had been 
a great reaction upon this question, and instead of 


bably an overwhelming majority against it. The bill 
was to go into force by the Ist of February, and those 
who wish a modification or a repeal should have an 
opportunity afforded them. 

Mr. Linn and Mr. King were surprised to hear the 
motion to commit after the action of the senate the 
other day on the distribution bill. Mr. King said if 
the law was not repealed, it ought to be amended.— 
No man would rise in his place and say that it ought 
not to be essentially changed, even if it was not re- 
pealed. He hoped the majority would be at least 
consistent in their action upon this question, and not 
allow the bill to go to the committee. They had an 
opportunity afforded to them to show what value they 
placed upon this principle. 

Mr. Mangum said, that he believed it did require 
great amendment. In its present form, he regarded 
it as impracticable and incapable of being carried 
into execution. He had understood that many mate- 
rial alterations would be required before the bill 
could be made at all useful. Mr. M. did not regard 
the reference to a committee as necessary to this ac- 
tion. 

Mr. Calhoun concurred entirely with what had 
been said by the senator from North Carolina; nor 
would he now move his amendment to repeal, to the | 
bill proposing a postponement of the operation of the | 
law, if allowed to be left upon the table to be acted | 
upon without a reference. | 
Mr. Clay said he was not in the senate when the | 
bill in relation to the public lands was before it; but, 

in reference to the bill now before the senate, it was | 








scruples of consistency to trouble him; the bill had 
been argued over and over again, and its difficulties 
were to be pointed out by experience and‘not be con- 
demed in advance. He was opposed to any repeal 
or postponement and thought that public opinion had 
not changed unless in gratification of its passage.— 
The defects if true will hereafter be pointed out in 
its execution. 

Mr, Buchanan said, sixty days would prove it true 
that the bill could not be enforced. It would, for 
this reason, soon become unpopular, and then odious. 
The courts in New York would not be enabled to get 
throgh their business. 

Mr. Hendersen said that the senator from Pennsyl- 
vania after pronouncing the difficulties of its execu- 
tion, did not point out also the manner in which they 
could be obviated. 

Mr. Benton said that in thirty days the law would 
be enforced unless postponed. He had moved the 
postponement as the simplest form, because he had 
foreseen, if he had proposed a repeal, which he pre- 
ferred, that it would bring on a contest which might 
go beyond the first of February. He had given his 
bill the mildest form he could, and yet found the mo- 
tion to commit persisted in. He must, therefore, re- 
gard this motion as decisive of the fate of his bill.— 
He would, therefore, move for the yeas and nays. 

The question was then taken and decided as fol- 
lows: yeas 15, nays 25, (for names, see page 273).— 
So the motion was negatived. 

The senate then adjourned. 

December 29. Mr. Prestonfrom the committee 
on military affairs reported a bill to settle the claims 
of Georgia for the services of her militia called out 
to suppress Indian hostilities, &c. without amend- 
ment. 

Mr. Clay, agreeably with notice given yesterday, 
introduced three joint resolutions, the first restrict- 
ing the veto power; the second, transferring, in cer- 
tain cases, the power of appointment, from the pre- 
sident to the legislature; bok were third, that no mem- 
ber of congress should have any civil appointment 
during the official term for which he was elected. 

Each of the three resolutions had in view the same 
object—the reduction of executive power within 
proper limits. To this great object he had under- 


proper that it should be referred. The bill had been stood the whig party were pledged prior to the elec- 
introduced with a view of material amendment, and tion of 1840; but, whether they were so pledged or 
for the purpose of adding a new and important fea- not, he felt that he was individually pledged to this 
ture to those already incorporated in the bill which object, and now proposed to redeem it. 

had passed congress. In regard to this question, he; The resolutions were then introduced, and had 
was most willing to be guided by public opinion.— | their first and second reading, as follows: 

When he gave his vote for the bill at the extra ses-| Resolved by the senate and house of representatives of 
sion, he did so upon the broad ground that it was de- | the United States of America in congress assembled, (two- 
manded by the commercial sections of the country. | thirds of both houses concurring), That the following 


; 


In his own state there was no great feeling in regard | atticle be nepeee to ee legislatures Bn ee 
states us an amendment to the constitution of the Unite: 
torthe meson: ise:had sdén Boevidencs: of change | States; which, when ratified by three-fourths of the 


in regard :to public opinion upon this measure. If said legislatures, shail be valid as part of the constitution: 
convinced, however, that the majority of the Ameri-| No senator or representative shall, during the term or 


can people were adverse to the bill, he was willing) fraction of aterm fur which he was elected, be appoint- 
to be guided by their action, and see it repealed.—j ed to auy civil office under the authority of the United 
But he saw no evidence of such opposition, and doubt- | States. 
ed if the opinion that there was this change was; Resolved bu the senate and house of representatives of 
founded on any good evidence. | the United States of America in congress assembled, (two- 
Mr. Buchanan said that twenty years since he had | thirds of both houses concurring), That when a bill 
studied this question practically, and then became | which shal! have passed the senate and house of repre- 
convinced of the bad effects of the measure. If there sentatives of the United States shall be returned by the 
were 500,000 or 100,000 bankrupts in the U. States, | president, with his objections to his approbation and sig- 


, . - . . sent indicia} | Mature, if, upon its reconsideration, it shall again pass 
it would be impossible, with the present judicial | each house by a majority of allthe members belonging 
force, to carry out the bill. Ng 


‘abegy his was the great bar | to such honse, notwithstanding the president's eens, 
rier in the way of the execution of the law of 13800. | jt shall become a law: and the requisition by the exist- 
Mr. Henderson said, if the power to pass a bank- | ing constitution of two-thirds of each house again to 
rupt law had not been taken from the states and gi-| pass the bill in such case is hereby annulled. 

ven to congress, he should never have urged the con-| If any bill shall be presented to the president within a 
sideration of the subject by corgress. He did not) period jess than ten days (Sundays included) from the 
agree with the senator from North Carolina that the termination of the session of congress during whieh it 
resent bill was incapable of execution. He knew shall have passed, and shall ws be returned oy bite at 
. fi ye ‘ ‘that session, it shall be his duty to return it within the 

it would be of slow execution, but it would do some | '!!#t session, it shall be his duty to retura it with 


yi three first days of the succeeding session. If he should 
good, and could be so. amended as to be more perfect | |.) oo return it, the bill shall become a law; and if he 
and more quickly executed. 


He agreed with no se-) re;arn it with his objections to his approbation and sig- 
nator who said the bill could not be enforced; nor) nature within the time herein required, the two houses 
did he agree with the senator from South Carolina, | of congress shall proceed to consider it, in hke manner 
(Mr. Calhoun), who said that the sound part of the | as if it had been returned during the session at which it 
community were not in favor of the measure, and | bad passed. And if, upon such reconsideration, it shall 
who found in this fact a reason for opposing the mea-! avaimn pass each house by a majoruy of all the members 


sure. He had always known thot the money-power | “* longing to such house, not vitnetanding the president's 
Le | objections, it shall become a law. 
of the land was opposed to this bill; but, for one, he | ea gt eg UAE litiver of 
y aise his arm to aid the strong against | esolved hy the senate and house of representatives o 
ete ee erie FP | the United States of America in congress assembled, (two- 


the weak. Nor did he agree with senators who said | 


this bill had not been discussed. It was well known 
that the measure was matured at a session preced- 
ing the last. 


Mr. Huntington said he had but little interest in 
the question. ‘The questions in regard to this bill and 
the bill the other day were different. That was a bill 
to change the whole of the appropriation. This was 
a bill proposing no such change, but an amendment 
to the bankrupt bill. 

Mr. Talimadge, having been absent the other day 





dered to be engrossed. 


| thirds of both houses concurrmg), That the secretary, 
or other head, by whatever denomiaation h: may be 
called, of the treasury of the United States, and the trea- 
isurer of the United States, shall be, respectively, annual- 
ly appainted by a joint vote of the senate and house of 
representatives, by ballot or viva voce, as the two houses 
may severally resolve. When appointed, either of them 
tnay be removed by a concurrent yoie of the two houses, 
separately given, but neither of them shall be removable 
by the president of the United States. Congress may 
provide by law for the case of a vacancy Oceurring in 
either of these offices between the periods of the annual 





when the Jand bill was’ under consideration, had no} appointments. 
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make them the special order for W 
12th of January next; which was agreed to. 


And, on motion of Mr. Mangum, they were order | soon after adjourned. 


ed to be printed. 
Mr. Preston asked the attention of the senate to 
the report of the secretary of the treasury giving in 
detail the plan for the establishment of curren- 
cy throughout the U. States. 
Mr. Tallmadge moved that the report be referred 
to a select committee of nine senators to be appoint- 
ed by the chair. 
Mr. Buchanan delivered an address in opposition 
to the scheme. 
Mr. Calhoun, also addressed the senate in opposi- 
tion. He did not rise to oppose the motion to com- 
mit, but to express briefly the reasons of his opposi- 
tion to the plan proposed by the administration. 
Mr. Rives, replied to Mr. B. and Mr. C. and re- 
gretted that they should have expressed their hostili- 
ty before it had been modified in committee. 
Mr. Mangum obtained the floor, but yielded to a 
motion for adjournment, and the senate adjourned. 


DecemsBer 30. The president of the senate laid 
before that body a message from the president, co- 
vering a communication from the department of state, 
in answer to a resolution of the 27th inst. asking “if 
any proposition had been made to or received trom 
the British government since the 4th of March, 1840, 
in relation to a mutual right of search,” stating that 
no proposition had been made by either government 
since that day. 

Mr. Alien presented a resolution from the general 
assembly of the state of Ohio, desiring of congress 
early action on the subject of apportioning the num- 
ber to form the representation of the U. States under 
the census of 1840. 

The resolution was laid upon the table. 

Mr. Linn presented the preamble and resolutions 
of the legislature of Missouri, instructing their sena- 
tors to oppose any law for the repeal of the natu- 
ralization laws, and to resist all means designed to 
cause delay or difficulty in the attainment of natu- 
ralization. 


Mr. Buchanan presented a memorial of citizens 
of Warren county, Pennsylvania, asking that the 
treaty with the Seneca Indians may be annulled. 

Mr. Graham submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, ‘That the secretary of war be directed io in- 
form the senate what is the present number of cadets in 
the military academy at West Point from each state and 
territory of the union, and from the District of Columbia; 
what regulation, if any, exists in the war department 
respecting the appointments of cadets, so as to apportion 
them amoug the several states; whether the whole num- 
ber of appuintments has at any time exceeded 250, and 
if so, at what time or times;.and whether, when a va- 
caucy has occurred in the corps of cadets from any cause, 
au successor has been uniformly appointed in the same 
congressional district frum which his predecessor had 
been selecied, 

Mr. Barrow submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, ‘hat the secretary of the navy be directed 
to communicaie to the eenate a list of the names of the 
midshipmen appointed from the Ist day of January, 
1837, to the 20th December, 1841, and a s!atement show- 
ing the places of nativity of all such midshipmen, and 
alsuv their places of residence at the time of their appoint- 
ment. 

On motion of Mr. Barrow. 

Resolved, ‘That the committee on commerce be in- 
structed tv inquire into the necessity of an appropriation 
being made by congress at its present session for the 
purpeses of consiructing a new custoin house in the city 
of New Orleans. 

The bill for the relief the Selma and Tennessee 
rail road company after having been advocated and 
explained by Mr. Smith, of Indiana, followed by Mr. 
King, was ordered to be engrossed. 

The bill to authorise the legislature of Louisiana 
to sell the lands heretofore appropriated for the use 
of schools in that state was ordered to be engrossed. 


The senate then proceeded to the unfinished bu- 
siness of yesterday, being the motion of Mr. Tall- 
madge to refer the plan of fiscal agent to a select 
committee of nine, to be appointed by the chair, 
when— 

Mr. Mangum, of North Carolina arose and ad- 
dressed the senate in opposition to the project of the 
secretary of treasury for an exchequer board. After 
addressing the senate for some time, and then resum- 
ing his seat, 

Mr. Benton arose and moved to lay the subject 
upon the table for a moment, in order to move that 
when the senate adjourn, it adjourn to meet again on 
Monday next. 

The resolution was informally passed over, and 
the motion put upon the question of adjournment to 
Monday, which was carried in the affirmative. 


Mr. C. said he hardly thought it necessary to refer 


them to any committee; he would simply move to| to speak upon the question of reference before the 
nesday, the 


Mr. Huntington then gave notice of his intention 


vote was taken. 
The senate then went into executive session, and 


January 3. Various memorials were presented 
by Messrs. Wright, Benton, Buchanan and Caihoun, 








the bankrupt law. 

Mr. Buchanan presented a petition from certain 
citizens of Warren county, Pennsylvania, remonstrat- 
ing against the confirmation of the treaty with the 
Seneca Indians. } 

Mr. Woodbridge presented a petition from citizens 
of Michigan, asking the intervention of government 
in behalf of the Americans held in durance in Van 
Dieman’s land. : 
Mr. Barrow introduced a resolution, which was 
adopted, directing the committee on naval affairs to 
inquire into the expediency of regulating by law the 
appointment of midshipmen, so as to give to each 
state in proportion to its representation in congress. 

The resolution submitted on December 30 by Mr. 
Graham, in relation to the appoinment of cadets, was 
taken up and adopted. 

Mr. Bates, agreeably to notice, asked and obtained 
leave to bring in a bill to refund the ascertained ba- 
lance due to Massachusetts for advances made by 
her during the iate war with Great Britain. 

The following bills were read the third time, and 
passed: 

A bill for the relief of the Selma and Tennessee 
rail road company. 

The bill to authorise tha legislature of Louisiana 
to sell her Jands heretofore appropriated for the use 
of schools in that state. 

The senate then proceeded to consider in commit- 
tee of the whole, the bill allowing drawback on mer- 
chandise exported in the original package to Chihua- 
hua and Sante Fe, in Mexico. 

This bill having been advocated and explained by 
Mr. Huntington, followed by Messrs. King, Linn and 
others, was ordered to be engrossed. 

The bill to provide for the allowance of invalid 
pensions to certain Cherokee warriors, under the 
provisions of the article of the treaty of 1835 was 
considered in committee of the whole, and having 
been advocated by Mr. Pierce, was ordered to be en- 
grossed. 

Mr. Benton said that he would avail himself of the 
first gap in business to call up his bill for the post- 
ponement of the bankrupt law. 

The question of referring the bill and report of the 
secretary of the treasury coming up for consideration 
as the unfinished business. 

Mr. Huntington, addressed the senate in opposi- 
tion, and analyzed the bill and accompanying report 
in order to demonstate that it was to be one of go- 
vernment power, government property, government 
influence, controlling the government, and controlled 
by the government; and would be destructive of the 
public liberty. After concluding, Mr. Bates rose to 
continue the discussion; but there being a general 
wish to adjourn, Mr. B. yielded the floor for that 
purpose. And the senate adjourned. 


January 4. Mr. Wright presented a petition from 
citizens of Buffalo, asking the interference of the go- 
vernment in behalf of the American citizens, prison- 
ers at Australia. § 

Mr. Young, on leave, introduced a bill further to 
amend an act, entitled “an act to appropriate the 
proceeds of the sales of the public lands, and to grant 
pre-emption rights.” 

The following bills, ordered to be engrossed, were 
severally read a third time and passed: 

The bill to provide for the allowance of invalid 
pensions to certain Cherokee warriors, under the 
provisions of the 14th article of the treaty of 1835. 
The bill to allow drawback on goods exported in 
original packages to Chihuahua and Santa Fe, in 
Mexico. 

On motion of Mr. Linn, 

Resolved, ‘hat the secretary of the treasury send to 
the senate a statement of the quantity of public lands in 
Missouri, reserved from sales in cases where the lines of 
private survey of claims derived from France and Spain 
interferes with public surveys; and whether, in. his. opi- 
nion, such fractional parts of the national domaia is ha- 
ble to the operation of any pre-emption laws, and what 
injury would result to public or private rights by extend- 
ing the benefits of such a law to the settlers on such frac- 
tions. 

Mr. Linn also submitted the following: 

Resolved, ‘That the president of the United States be 
requested to. give the notice to the British government 
which the convention of 1829 requires, in order to put an 
end to the ireaty for the joint occupation of Oregon, west 
of the Rocky Mountains, and which ierritoty is now 
possessed and used by the British Hudson Bay company, 





Mr. King moved an executive session, which was 
ordered. 


l with the internal provinces of Mexico. 


to the ruin of the American Indian and fur traders in 


praying the repeal, modification or postponement of 


a 
cee 


On motion of Mr. Preston, 

Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary be jn. 
structed to inquire whether ang further legislation be re. 

uired to define more accurately the rights and duties of 
the vice president and president of the sen tte, in case of 
death, resignation or removal; and the mode of succes. 
sion in ease of death, resignation or removal of any yt 
those officers; and to report by bill or otherwise, 

The senate then proceeded to the unfinished busj- 
ness of yesterday, being the motion of Mr. Tallmadge 
to refer the plan of a fiscal agent to a select commit- 
tee of nine, to be appointed by the chair, when Mr, 
Bates arose and addressed a speech in opposition to 
the scheme and hoped that it would not be referred 
to a select committee. He hoped the adulteroys 
progeny of northern federalism and Virginia abstrac- 
tionism might be strangled in its very birth. 

Mr. Morehead rose to continue the discussion, but 
an executive session was moved and carried; and the 
debate closed soon after two o’clock, and the senate 
adjourned. 


January 5. The president of the senate laid be- 
fore the body a communication from the general 
ost office, showing the expenses of the contingent 
und for the year 1841. 

The following memorials and petitions were pre- 
sented and appropriately referred: 
By Mr. Buchanan: From A. W. Townsend, in fa- 
vor of a protective tariff. 
Also, from citizens of Warren county, Pennsylva- 
nia, stating that gross frauds had been practised upon 
the Tuscarora aud Seneca Indians, and asking that 
no appropriation may be made to carry the treaty 
into effect. 
Reports from committees were presented by Mr. 
Linn from the committee on private Jand claims, 
without amendment, the bill to continue in force the 
act for the final adjust of private land claims in Mis- 
souri, approved July, 1832, and the act supplemental 
thereto, approved 2d March, 1833. 
By Mr. Preston, from the committee on military 
affairs, the bill to settle the claims of the state of 
Maine for the services of her militia. 
Also, from the same committee, asking to be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the me- 
morial of Monsieur Gonon, in relation to a system of 
telegraphing, 
Mr. Mouton said he would prefer that the report 
lie on the table for the present; which was acceded 
to by Mr. Preston, 
The motion of reference of the report of the se- 
cretary of the treasury coming up as the unfinished 
business of the senate— 
Mr. Morehead delivered a speech in opposition to 
the scheme. Having concluded, Mr. Simmons, of R. 
Island arose and addressed the senate. He suggest- 
ed the propriety of framing some kind of an agent 
by alterations and modifications of the plan as pro- 

osed. 
r Mr. Woodbury (Mr. Simmons having concluded) 
rose and expressed a desire to say something upon 
the subject; but, as the hour was late, an adjourn- 
ment was moved and carrid. And the senate ad- 
journed. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, Dec. 30. The house resumed the un- 
finished business of yesterday, being the reference of 
the tariff, and 
Mr. Meriwether advocated its reference to the com- 
mittee of ways and means. 

Mr. Winthorp followed in favor of the committee 
on manufactures, after which 
The house adjourned. 


Monpay, Jan. 3. Mr. Cooper, of Pennsylvania, in- 
troduced to the house the hon. Mr. Russell,, member 
elect from the state of Pennsylvania, (vice Judge 
Black, deceased), who was qualified and took his 
seat. 

Mr. Stuart, of Illinois, gave notice of a motion for 
leave to introduce a bill to establish a port of entry 
at Chicago. 

The house resumed the consideration of the unfi- 
nished business of Thursday, being the amendment 
offered by Mr. Rhett to the amendment propdsed by 
Mr. Atherton to Mr. Fillmore’s resolution to refer so 
much of the president’s message as refers to the ta- 
riff, to the committee on manufactures. 


Mr. Wm. C. Johnson, of Maryland, expressed at 
large the reasons that should induce him to vote for 
the reference of the subject tothe committee on ways 
and means, and having concluded, 


The speaker gave the floor (there being many com- 
petitors) to 

Mr. John C. Clark, who said that he did not rise to 
makeaspeech. God forbid (continued he) that upon 
this question, and at this time, i should indulge in 








that quarter, and conflicting with our inland commerce 
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It must be apparent to all gentlemen that this ques- 
tion, in some measure, blocks legislation. Many of 
the committees are inactive, waiting for the reference 
of those portions of the message which appropriately 
pelong to them. The condition of the public treasu- 
ry, and many other important considerations, call for 
and justify the motion | intend to make. 

[have not the slightest disposition to stifle debate 
in this house; and I would not make the motion, if 1 
were not aware that, upon the report of the commit- 
tee, an ample and wide field will be opened for gen- 
tlemen to indulge in any latitude of remarks which 
they may think proper. 

I therefore, under these circumstances, move the 
previous question; and I hope that no gentleman will 
appeal to me to withdraw the motion. I cannot do 
go. And I shall do gentlemen no injustice, because 
the time must soon arrive when this whole question 
must come up, and when they will have an opportu- 
nity to say all they may desire. 

And the question being on seconding the demand 
for the previous question, 

Mr. Clifford said that, as this was an important 
question, he would move a call of the house; which 
was ordered. 


And the roll having been called, 190 members an- | 4 


swered to their names. And the names of the absen- 
tees having been called, 198 members appeared to 
be present. 

Mr. Linn moved that all further proceedings under 
the call be dispensed with. 

Mr. Stanly desired to be informed by the speaker 
how many members were yet absent. 

The speaker replied, forty-odd. 

Mr. Stanly hoped, he said, that further proceed- 
ings under the call would not be dispensed with. 
There were two many dodgers absent yet. 

And the question being taken on the motion of Mr. 
Linn, it was decided in the negative. 

So the house refused to suspend further proceedings 
on the call. 

The doors of the hall were then ordered to be 
closed. 

And some excuses were received. 

When Mr. Lewis Williams, at the request, he said, 
of a number of gentlemen around him, moved that 
all further proceedings on the call be dispensed with. 

Which motion prevailing, all further proceedings 
were dispensed with. 

And the doors of the hall were again opened. 

The question recurring on the demand of Mr. J. C. 
Clark, for the previous question, 

Mr. Lewis Williams rose and said, he had a request 
to make of the gentleman from New York, (Mr. 
Clark;) that he would withdraw his demand for the 
prema question, in order that he (Mr. W.) might 
ave an opportunity of saying a few words. He did 
not intend to make a speech. 

Mr. J. C. Clark said that at the request of his 
friend, (Mr. Williams), who proposed not to make a 
speech, but simply to make a few remarks, he (Mr. 
C.) would withdraw the motion, with the understand- 
ing that the gentleman would renew it 

Mr. Williams having pledged himself to do so, and 
the demand for the previous question being thus 
withdrawn; Mr. W. said, that if he had a speech to 
make, he would not make it on this question, because 
he did not believe it was debateable. He believed 
that the whole discussion was entirely out of order; 
but, as the speaker had justly remarked the other 
day, the débate had been allowed to go so far that it 
would be impossible to arrest it without an imputa- 
tion of partiality. 

The only remark he wished to make was this, that 
the question before the house was a question of re- 
ference solely, not involving in any degree the ques- 
tion of the amount of revenue. Suppose, sir, (con- 
tinued Mr. W.) that this subject should be referred 
to the committee of ways and means; and suppose 
that they should make a report laying an average 
duty of thirty per cent. Suppose, on the other hand, 
that the committee on manufactures should make a 
report, laying an average duty of twenty-five per 
cent. Which then will be the duty proposed for pro- 
tection? According to the theory of gentlemen here 
the committee of ways and means would be the com- 
mittee to propose a high protective duty. I repeat 
that this is merely a question of reference; and as to 
the question whether the duty shall be high or low, 
that question can arise only after a bill is reported. 
If the committee on manufactures should report a 
bill proposing to lay exorbitant duties, it will be in 
my power to vote against it just as easily and as rea- 
dily as if it had come from the committee of ways 
and means. 

I shall, therefore, vote to refer this subject to the 
committee on manufactures, believing, as I do, that 
the amount of duty is not at all involved in the ques- 
tion now to be decided. 

I renew the demand for the previous question. 


And the question being on that motion. 

Mr. Rhett remarked (as the reporter understood) 
that when he had offered his instructions as an amend- 
ment to the proposition of the gentleman from New 
Hampshire (Mr. lherton) he (M. R.) had expressly 
declared that he did so with a view of opening the 
whole subject, and withdrew the same. 

So the instructions were withdrawn. 

Mr. Fillmore thereupon modified his resolution (in 
accordance with a suggestion heretofore made by 
Mr. Samson Mason ) to read as follows: 

Resolved, That so much thereof as relates to diserimi- 
nating duties and domestic manufactures be referred to 
the committee on manufactures. 

When the question on seconding the demand for the 
previous question was taken, by tellers, Messrs. Sol- 
lers, of Maryland, and Taliaferro, of Virginia, acting 
in that capacity). 

And the speaker announced the vote as follows: ayes 
88, noes 88, [a tie.] 

And the speaker voted in the affirmative. 
vote stood ayes 89, noes 88. 

And there was a second to the demand for the pre- 
vious question. 

The question then recurred on ordering the main 
uestion. 
i Mr. Rhett asked the yeas and nays, which were or- 
ered. 

Mr. .4rnold rose and appealed to the house not to 
sustain the demand for the previous question. He has 
himself a great desire to make some remarks. He 
had been assailed personally in course of the debate 
and the state which he in part represented had been 
assailed. He hoped he would be allowed the privi- 
lege of reply. 

The speaker said the question was not debatable. 

And the question, “‘shall the main question be now 
pul?” was taken, and decided in the affirmative as fol- 
lows: yeas 101, nays 97. 

So the main question was ordered to be now put. 

And the main question being first on the amend- 
ment of Mr. Atherton. 

Mr. Wood moved that the house adjourn. Mr. Fill- 


So the 





‘Resolved, That so much thereof [i. e. of the presi 
dents message] as relates to diseriminating duties and 
domes‘ic manufactures be referred to the committee on 
manufactures.” 

Mr. Briggs moved that the house adjourn; but 
waived the motion at the request of— 

The speaker, who laid before the house a letter 
from the secretary of the treasury, transmitting a re- 
port from F. R. Hassler, esq. superintendent of the 
coast survey, showing the progress made in the work 
up to this time. Laid upon the table and ordered to 
be printed. 

t the earnest solicitation of Mr. Adams, the house 
took up and adopted seriatim the following resolu- 
tions, composing the residue of those originally offer- 
ed by Mr. Fillmore, for the reference of the  presi- 
dent’s message: 

6. Resolved, That so much thereof as relates to the 
plan of finances be referred to the select committee on 
that subject. 

7. Resolved, Thatso much thereof as relates to the 
army, fortifications, and Florida war, be referred to the 
committee on military affairs; and that such parts of the 
documents accompanying the message as relate to the 
establishment of a national foundry be referred to the 
select committee on that subject. 

8. Resolved, That so much thereof as relates to the 
navy and maritime defences of the country be referred 
to the committee on naval affairs, 

9. Resolved, That so much thereof as relates to the 
post office establishment be referred to the committee on 
the post office and post roads. 

10. Resolved, That so much thereof as relates to the 
Smithsonian legacy be referred to the select committee on 
that subject. 

11. Resolved, Thatso much thereof as relates to the 
District of Colambia be referred to the committee on the 
District of Columbia. 

The following additional resolution was offered by 
Mr. Cooper, of Pennsylvania, and adopted: 

Resolved, 'That so much of the president’s message and 
accompanying documents as relates to Indian affairs, 
also that so much of the presideni’s message as was refer- 
red to the committee on Indian affairs at the was extra 
session and not then acted upon, be again referred to said 
commiu'tee, 





Mr. Wood, by general consent, withdrew his motion 
to adjourn. 

The question then recurred on the main question, 
being first on the amendment of Mr. Atherton to strike 
out from the resolution of Mr. Fillmore the words 
“committee on manufactures,” and insert in lieu 
thereof the words ‘“‘committee of ways and means.” 

Mr. Graham, of North Carolina, asked the yeas and 
nays; which were ordered, and, being taken, resulted 
as follows: 

YEAS —Messrs. Atherton, Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, 
Aaron V. Brown, Milton Brown, Burke, Samson H. 
Butler, William Butler, William O. Butler, Green W. 


B. Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, Cary, 
Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Cross, Daniels, 
Richard’D. Davis, Dawson, Dean, Deberry, Doan, Doig, 
Eastinan, John C. Edwards, Egbert, Ferris, John G. 
Fioyd, Charles A. Floyd, Thomas F. Foster, Gamble, 
Gentry, Goggin, William O. Goode, Graham. Gwin, 
Habersham, Harris, John Hastings, Hays, Hopkins, 
Houck, Houston, Hubard, Hunter, William C. Johnson, 
Cave Johnson, Andrew Kennedy, Lewis, Lowell, Abra- 
ham McClellan, Robert McClellan, McKay, Alfred 
Marshall, Mathews, Medill, Meriwether, Miller, Payne, 
Proffit, Reding, Reynolds, Rhett, Riggs, Rogers, Rooze- 
velt, Sanford, Saunders, Shaw, Shepperd, William 
Smuh; Steenrod, Alexander H. H. Stuart, J. T. Stuart, 
Sumter, Sweney, Taliaferro, Jacob Thompson. ‘Turney, 
Van Buren, ard, Warren, Washington, Watterson, 
Weller, Christopher H. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, 
Wood—95. 
NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Landaff W. An- 
drews, Sherlock J. Andrews, Arnold, Babcock, Baker, 
Beeson, Bidlack, Birdseye, Blair, Boardman, Borden, 
Briggs, Brockway Bronson, J, Brown. Burnell, Calhoun, 
Childs, Chittenden, John C. Clark, Staley N. Clarke, 
Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens. Cushing, Garreit 
Davis, Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, Fornance, A. Law- 
rence Foster, Gates, Giddings, Patrick G. Goode, Gran- 
ger, Green, Gustine, William S. Hastings, Henry, Hud- 
son, Hunt, James Irvin, William W. Irwin, Jack, James, 
Keim, John P. Kennedy, Lane, Lawrence, Linn, Mar- 
chand, T. F. Marshall, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Mat- 
tocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Morris, Morrow, Newhard, 
Osborne, Owsley, Parmenter, Partridge, Pendleton, 
Plumer, Pope, Powell, Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, 


sell, James M. Russell, Saltonstall, Simonton, Slade, 
Truman Smith, Snyder, Stanly, Stokely, Stratton, Sum- 
mers, John B. Thompson, Richard W. Thompson, T'l- 
linzhast, Toland, Tomlinson, Triplett, Trumbull, Un- 
derwood. Van Rensselaer, Wallace, Wes'brook, Thomas 
W. Williams, James W. Williams, Lewis Williams, 
Winthrop, Augustus Young, John Young—104. 
So the amendment was rejected. 


And the question recurring was taken on the mo- 
dified’ resolution of Mr. Fillmore, and it was adopt- 
ed without a division. 





So it was— 


more asked the yeas and nays; which were ordered. | 
And the names of a few members having been called, | 


Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell, John Campbell, William | 


Alexander Randall, Ridgway, Rodney, William Rus- P 


And then, on motion of Mr. Briggs, the house ad- 
journed. 

Tvespay, Jan. 4. On leave given, Mr. Lewis Wil- 
liams offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted: | 

Resolved, That tre annual report of the commissioner 
of the general land office be referred to the committee on 
the public lands, and that the n.aps accompanying the 
same be printed and attached to the copies of the report 
already ordered for the use of the house, provided that the 
clerk can procure, without additional charge, the use of 
the plates which have been procured and paid for by the 
senate. 


Mr. Hunt asked leave at this time to introduce a 
joint resolution providing for an amendment to the 
constitution of the United States, limiting the presi- 
dent to one term of office. 

The resolution having been read for information, 
and objection having been made by Mr. Weller, the 
speaker said the question was not debatable. 

Mr. Hunt said he did not desire to debate it now. 
But he would give notice that, when in order, he 
should, at an early day of the session, call it up for 
consideration. 

On motion of Mr. Adams, the house proceeded to 
the consideration of a motion submitted by him just 
previous to the adjournment of the house yesterday, 
to print 300 additional eopies of Mr. Hassler’s report 
of the coast survey for the benefit of Mr. Hassler. 

Mr. Hopkins would like to know, he said, before he 
voted, what would be the expense. 

The speaker was informed by the clerk, he said, 
that the expense would not exceed $25. 

Mr. Hopkins suggested that the motion should be 
so modified as to say “provided the expense does not 
exceed $25.” [Laughter.] 

The question was taken on the motion of Mr. 
Adams, and was decided in the negative—ayes 66, 
noes 81. So the extra copies were not ordered. 

Mr. Andrews, of Kentucky, called for the orders of 
the day, being petitious and memorials. 


An animated conversation took place between Mr. 
Adams and the speaker as to the nature of the motion 
pending on a certain petition presented by Mr. A. on 
Dec. 14, for the repeal of the 2lst rule. [See Reg. 
. 269. 

And , he statement of the question being called for, 
it was stated to be on the petition of D. E. Nelson 
and 39 citizens of Hamilton county, Ohio, against the 
adoption of any rule, order or peace impairing 
or limiting the constitutional right of petition, and 
against disparaging or stigmatizing abolition petitions, 
or placing them on a different footing from other pe- 
titions. 

And the question was stated to be on the motion of 
Mr. .4dams, to refer the same to a select committee, 
with instructions to report a repeal of the 21st rule— 











w hich said rule is in the following words: 
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‘‘No petition, memorial, resolution or other paper 
raying the abolition of slavery in the District of &o- 
umbia, or any state or territory, or the slave trade 

between the states and territories of the United States 
in which it now exists, shall be received by this house, 
or entertained in any way whatever.” 

Mr. Meriwether (on whose intimation of debate the 

uestion had gone over’ona former day) took the 

oor, and, after a few prefatory remarks, moved to 
strike out so much of the motion of Mr. Adams as 
proposes instructions for the'repeal of the 21st rule, 
and to insert in lieu thereof the following words: 

‘With instructions to report a general system of 
rules, and to take into consideration the expedienc 
of abolishing the previous question, to re-establis 
the one hour rule, and that biils may be taken out of 
committee of the whole on the state of the union at a 
convenient period.” 

Mr. Wise raised the question of the congruity of 
these instructions with the subject-matter of the iM 
ee of the gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. 

dams). 

Mr. ‘ies here rose, and said that the clerk, in 
stating the question, had read only a part of the jour- 
nal of the day on which the subject was first up.— 
He had not read the fact that, on that day, the spea- 
ker objected to the instructions proposed by him (Mr. 
A.); and that he then withdrew those instructions, 
leaving simply a motion of reference to a select com- 
mittee; and that was now the question before the 
house. 

In that view of the. case, he doubted whether the 
amendment of the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. 
Meriwether) was in order. These instructions pro- 
posed that another committee, such a committee as 
we had at the last session for the purpose of a gene- 
ral revision of the rules, should be raised. The house, 
he should think, would have had a sufficient intima- 
tion of the advantages of such a committee, from the 
manner in which that report had been treated at this 
very session of congress—from the manner in which 
the gentleman from Maryland (Mr. Johnsen) had, in 
the first place, moved to make that report the special 
order of the day for Thursday, and for every day un- 
til disposed of, and then, when the day came, moved 
that it be laid on the table. [Laughter]. 

The speaker. Does the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts make the point of order that the instructions 
proposed by the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. Meri- 
wether) are not in order? 

Mr. Adams said yes. He objected to the instruc- 
tions as not being in order. He objected on two 

ounds. In the first place, because the speaker had 

ecided that his (Mr. abi instructions were out of 
order; and, in the second place, because it appeared 
to him (Mr. A.) that a proposition for a general revi- 

sion of the rules was not. a proper amendment to a 

motion merely to refer a petition in relation to a sin- 

gle rule. 

The speaker said it had escaped his memory if the 
instructions offered by the gentleman from Massachu- 


setts (Mr. dams) had been declared out of order.— | 


The only resource which the speaker had in sucha 
case was the journal of the house; and the journal, 


in this instance, stated that the motion to refer was | 


with instructions. 


Mr, Adams said that, whether it was entered on the 
journal or not, he had been told that the question 
must be taken on the reference, and that the question 
on the instructions must be a separate thing after- 
wards; and, in that view, he had withdrawn that por- 
tion of the motion which contained instructions.— 


That, he repeated, was the fact, whether entered on | 


the journal or not. He hoped that there were other 
members of the house who remembered as well as 
himself that sueh was the fact—that the question was 
reduced to one of simple reference, and that it was 
upon that question that a motion had been made to 
lay upon the table, which motion had been rejected. 
Then recurred the question of reference simply.— 
Then came the motion for a call of the house; and 
then the propensity to debate of the gentleman from 
Georgia, (Mr. Meriwether). [Laughter]. 

To him (Mr. A.) it was a maiter of indifference. 
He was willing that the question should be taken ei- 
ther with or without instructions; he cared for no- 
thing but for the decision of the house whether the 
pétition should be referred to a select committee or 
not. 

The speaker considered that the issue on the point 
of fact was not very material. The gentleman from 
Massachusetts (Mr. dams) might be correct, or the 
speaker might. 4 that was said upon the floor was 
not and could not be heard by the speaker. 

The question now would be on the amendment of 
the gentleman from Georgia. 

Mr. Wise said he had not yet understood that the 
speaker had decided the point of order raised by the 

ntleman from Massachusetts. 


ker had misunderstood him. 
order, he (Mr. W.) would have renewed it. 


the true question before the house. ? 

The speaker said if the gentleman from Virginia 
(Mr. Wise) would suspend his remarks for a moment, 
the speaker would state the facts, premising that he 
would only be governed in this case by his own re- 
collection, and the state of facts as they appeared on 
the journal. 

he gentleman from Massachusetts, on a former 
day, had presented this petition, and moved, as the 
journal would show, that it be referred to a select 
committee, with instructions. 
reference with instructions, debate was demanded 
by the gentleman from Georgia, (Mr. Meriwether), 
which, by the rule, threw the question over, and it 
had stood over to this time. The gentleman from 
Georgia now moved an amendment to those instruc- 
tions thus moved by the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts (Mr. Adams;) and the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts now raised the point of order whether this 
amendment could be received. ‘The speaker decided 
that it ought to be received. 

Mr. Wise said he thought that the amendment of 
the gentleman from Georgia was wholly out of order, 
and if the speaker decided that it was in order, he 
(Mr. W.) must vote against the decision. He would 
sooner vote for the original proposition of the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts, than f 
the gentleman from Georgia. In the first place, it 
was out of order. It was upon a subject wholly dif- 
ferent from that embraced in the proposition of the 
gentleman from Massachusetts. The gentleman from 
Massachusetts was aiming at what? To repeal the 
21st rule—to repeal a restriction on one particular 
subject, contained in the body of the rules; that was 
the least, and he (Mr. W.) was about to say the last, 
of the gentleman’s propositions. It was to raise a 
committee on the general subject of slavery here and 
elsewhere. And what did the gentleman from Geor- 
gia propose? A committee to report a general sys- 
‘tem of rules. 
| The speaker. Dol understand the gentleman to 
appeal from the decision of the chair? 

Mr. Wise said no; he understood the gentleman 
from Massachusetts (Mr. dams) as making a point 
of order, and he (Mr. W.) was sustaining and second- 
ing it. 

The speaker. The gentleman from Massachusetts 
has not appealed from the decision of the chair. 








} 


| 


| Mr. Wise. I have not understood tae speaker as 
having yet decided. 
The speaker. The chair has decided that the 


amendment of the gentleman from Georgia (Mr, Me- 
_riwether ) should be received. 
| Mr. Wise appealed, then, from the decision. The 
amendment in the first place was out of order, be- 
cause not one of the propositions contained in it 
touched the subject-matter of the proposition of the 
gentleman from Massachusetts. 

Mr. .4rnold inquired of the speaker, what the ques- 
'tion was? Had an appeal been taken? 

The speaker replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. Wise proceeded. He contended that the revi- 
sal of the general system of rules had nothing to do 


with the proposition of the gentleman from Massa- 
_chusetts. 





| What was the second point of the gentleman from 
Georgia? The abolition of the previous question. 
_He (Mr. W.) had never been its advocate; he had 
always warred against it. But there was one thing 
which was worse than the previous question—and 

that embraced in the third point of the gentleman 

from Georgia; it was the abolition of the freedom of 
debate, the timing of men in the expression of their 
‘sentiments. What had that to do with the subject 
embraced in the proposition of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts? And the next point of the gentleman 
from Georgia was to deprive the minority of the right 
of speeeh—of the propagation of opinion; of the ex- 
| position of opinion, and of the charges and abuses of 





| the government, when in committee of the whole on 


the state of the union. 

If the speaker could show that there was the least 
congruity between cither one of these and the one 
embraced in thie proposition of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, he (Mr. W.) would agree that the 
amendment was in order. nd, if it were in order 
so todo, he would proceed now to discuss the merits 
of each one of these propositions. 

. The speaker said it would not be in order now to 
0 80. 


Mr. Wise. At the suggestion of a friend, I with 





The speaker. It is withdrawn. 


draw my appeal from the decision of the chair, and 
move to lay the whole subject on the table, 


Mr. Adams said he had not withdrawn it; the spea- 


Mr. Wise said that if the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetits (Mr. Adams) had withdrawn the point of 


He had been listening for some time to try and find 
out what were the facts of the case, and what was 


Upon this question of 


or the amendment of 


Mr. .frnold inquired of the speaker if it was in oy. 
der to move a modification of the proposition? 

The speaker replied that it was not now in order. 

Mr. Arnold yo SEs the hope that the gentleman 
from Georgia (Mr. Meriwether ) would consent so to 
modify his proposition as to strike out that portion of 
it which related to the abolition of the previous ques. 
tion. With the modification he (Mr. A.) would vote 
in favor of the p ition. 

The speaker said that if the motion to lay on the 
table should be voted down, it would be in the power 
of the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. rnold) him- 
self to:move an amendment such as he had suggested, 

Mr. rnold repeated his suggestion to Mr. Mer;- 
wether. 

Mr. Wise called for the question. : 

Mr. Adams submitted to the speaker that the house 
had already decided once not to lay the question on 
the table. 

The speaker. Not in this a 

Mr. Adams. What is the difference in the shape. 

Mr. Wise called for the question. 

Mr. Adums, said, not yet. He wished to go one 
step further back. 


Mr. A. was then understood to say, that he had 
not understood the speaker as deciding the proposi- 
tion of the gentleman from Georgia to be in order. 
And if the speaker said that he had so decided, he 
(Mr. A.) would appeal from the decision. The 
speaker had said he had decided, but he had not. 
{Loud cries to order. } 


Mr. Wise hoped the speaker would demand order 
in the house. 
The speaker said there was no difficulty between 
the gentleman from Massachusetts and the chair. 
r. 4dams. The speaker said he had decided, but 
he had not. I certainly should have appealed in- 
stantly. 


A conversation here arose involving the state of 
facts, which was participated in by Messrs. Wise, 
Adams, Fiilnore, Winthrop and the speaker. 

When Mr. James asked the yeas and nays on the 
— of Mr. Wise to lay the whole subject on the 
table. 

And they were ordered. 

[A message in writing was received from the pre- 
sident of the United States, by the hands of Robert 
Tyler, esq. his secretary. } 


Mr. Bidlack called for the reading of the proposi- 
tion of Mr. Meriwether; which having been read— 

The question on the motion of Mr. Wise was ta- 
ken, and decided in the affirmative by the following 
vote: 


YEAS—Messrs. L. W. Andrews, Atherton, Barton, 
Beeson,. Bidlack, Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V. 
Brown, Milton’ Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, S. H. 
Butler, William Butler, William O. Butler, Green W. 
Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell,,John Campbell, William 
B. Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthets, Cary, 
Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Daniel, Gar- 
rett Davis, Richard D. Davis, Dawson, Dean, Deberry, 
Doan, Doig, Eastman, John C. Edwards, Egbert, Fer- 
ris, Charles A. Floyd, Fornance, Thomas F.. Foster, 
Gambie; Gilmer, Gozgin, Wm. O. Goode, Gordon, Gra- 
ham, Green, Gwin, Habersham, Harris, John Hastings, 
Hays, Holmes, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hubard, 
Hunter; Jack, William Cost Johnson, Cave Johnson, 
Keim, John P. Kennedy, Lane, Abraham McClellan, R. 
McClellan, McKay, Marchand, Alfred Marshall, J. ‘T. 
Mason, Mathews, Medill, Meriwether, Miller, Moore, 
Newhard, Owsley, Parmenter, Payne, Pope, Powell, 
Proffit, Reding, Reyner, Reynolds, Riggss, Saunders, 
Shaw, Shepperd, Snyder, Sollers, S anly, Steenrod, Sumn- 
mers. Sumter, Sweney, Taliaferro, John B. Thompson. 
R..W. ‘Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Turney, Van Bu- 
ren, Ward, Warren, Washington, Watierson, Weller, 
Westbrook, James W. Wiliams, Lewis Williams, ©. 
H. Williams, Josep L. Williams, Wise, Wood—115. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Sherlock J. Andrews, 
Arnold, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Birdseye, Blair, 
Boardman, Borden, Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, J. 
Brown, Burnel!, Calhoun, Childs, Chittenden, John C. 
Clark, 8S. N. Clarke, Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, 
Cushing, John Edwards, Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, 
John G. Floyd, A. Lawrence Foster, Gutes, Giddings, 
P. G. Goode, Granger, Gustine, Hall. W. S. Hastings, 
Henry, Hudson, Hunt, Janes Irvin, William, W~ Irwin, 
James, Andrew Kennedy, Lawrence, Lian, Lowell, 5S. 
Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Murrtis, 
Morrow, Osborne, Partridge, Pendleton, Plumer, Ram- 
sey, B. Randall, Alexander Randall, Randolpli, Ridg- 
way, Rodney, William Russell, James M. Rus:ell, Sal- 
tonstall, Simenton, Slade, Truman Smith, Stokely, Strat- 
ton, Alexander H. H. Stuart, John 'T. Stuart, joa Tt 
Toland, ‘Prumbull, Underwood, Vau Rensselaer, Win- 
throp, Augusius Young, John Young—84. 

So the whole subject was laid on the table. 


The speaker said that there were on the table about 
twenty petitions, presented on the same day and on 
the same subject-matter as that just disposed of, and 
which, debate being demanded, had also been order- 
ed to lie over. No question had been raised, but de- 
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the decision of the question just taken would dispose 
of them also. - 

“Mr. Gambie moved that they be all laid on the table. 

Mr. Adams asked the yeas and nays on the laying 
the first of the series on the table, which were or- 
dered. And the roll having been called through— 

Mr. Stanly (pending the annunciation of the vote) 
rose and desired to be informed by the speaker at 
what stage of the proceedings it would be in order to: 
move that gentlemen who had not voted should be 
called upon to do so? 

His object in making the inquiry was, that there 
were certain supporters of Martin Van Buren who 
had been desirous of making political capita] out of 
this question, who had not voted. 

The speaker said the gentleman was not in order. 

Mr. Stanly said there were gentlemen on this floor 
—one from New York especially—who had not vot- 
ed. He (Mr. 8.) had made the inquiry in order that 
these gentlemen might be compelled to vote. 

The speaker. ‘The gentleman has a right to demand 
that any gentleman who was within the bar shall 
vote. 

Mr. Stanly. A representative from the city of N. 
York did not vote on this question, and I think he 
should be compelled. 

Cries—Name him.] 

he speaker, (addressing Mr. Stanly). Will the 
ntleman give the name? 

Mr. Stanly. Yes; Mr. Roosevelt. 

Mr. Roosevelt (addressing Mr. Stanly) was under- 
stood by the reporter to say, “If you want my senti- 
ments on that question, you shall haye them.” 

Mr. Stanly. No; I want your vote; for you have 
sometimes voted both ways. 

The qearer called to order, and read the 40th rule, 
(new edition) which is.as follows: 

“Every member who shall be in the house when | 
the question is put shall give his vote, unless the | 
house, for speciai reasons, shall excuse him.” 

Mr. Stanty said he would not press the matter.— 


days since by the gentleman on his left, (Mr. G. Da- 


were ordered, and, being taken, were: Yeas 99, nays 





He only wished to call attention to the fact. 

Mr. Roosevelt. Lam happy to find that my vote is 
of so much importance to the gentleman from North 
Carolina. 

Mr. Stanly said the gentleman’s vote was of no im- 
portance to him (Mr. 8.) that he knew of, nor to any 
body else. 

The Speaker then announced the vote, ayes 103, 
noes 87. So the petition was laid on the table. 

The petition of 8. 8. Sheldon and 361, others, of 


New York Mills, presented heretofore by Mr. Floyd, | 


of New York, coming up in its turn— 

Mr. Adums (after some conversation with the spea- 
ker) asked for a vote on all the petitions seriatim, 
though, he said, he would not call the yeas and nays. 

Mr. Stanly asked the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered. 


the motion to lay on the table to withdraw it fora 
moment, to enable him to say a word in explanation. 

Mr. Gamble declined. 

The question was then taken, and decided as fol- 
lows: yeas 107, nays 83. (Mr. Roosevelt voting in the 
allirmative). So the petition was Jaid on the table. 

Several other petitions, of the same series, were 
laid on the table without a division; when 

Mr. Arnold rose to make a motion which, he said, 
might perhaps give offence to some of his friends. It 


‘the gentleman “from New 





was a privileged motion. He moved to reconsider 
the vote of yesterday on the amendment of the gen- 
tieman from New Hampshire, (Mr. .dtherton), pro- 
posing to refer so much of the president’s message as 
related to the tariff to the committee of ways and 
means. 

As he did not wish to detain gentlemen, and as this 
was a littie matter between himself and two of the 
representatives from N. Hampshire, (Messrs. Burke 
and Eastman), and as the usual dinner hour had near- 
ly arrived, and gentlemen might wish their dinners, 
he would merely tax the gentlemen referred to and 
the speaker to stay and hear what he-had to say. It 
was due to himself that he should make this motion. 

Mr. Giddings inquired of the speaker if this motion 
was now in order? 

The speaker. It is a privileged question, and rides 
over all others except the question of adjournment. 

After some conversation between Messrs. Wise, 
Arnold and the speaker, on a point of order. 

Mr. Arnold said, as it was the pleasure of the 
house he would go on now; and he should not feel 
slighted if gentlemen did not remain to hear him.— 
He had been assailed; he did not regard that, but his 
state had been assailed, and his constituents; and, 
which was the worst of all, his democratic constitu- 
ents were assailed by a democratic member on this 
floor. 

Mr. Arnold continued his address in a strain of in- 
vective; until Mr. Bowne called the gentleman from 


The speaker said that, strictly, the debate was not 
in order, nor had been much of that allowed on the 
main question. The debate had widened out by de- 
grees, and the chair did not consider himself, after 
the debate had gone on so far, at liberty to arrest it 
now. The question of order had been raised some 


vis), and the chair had not at that time felt himself 
at liberty to arrest the debate, so wide a range had 
been already allowed by the house. As long as the 
remarks were not personal, the chair could not ar- 
rest the debate. 

Mr. Wm. 0. Butler appealed from the decision of 
the chair, and called the yeas and nays on the appeal. 
Excited debating ensued. 

Mr. Wm. O. Butler said, as the appeal would lead 
to a debate, he would withdraw it. 

Mr. Bowne renewed the appeal. 

The excitement and confusion continuing, Mr. 
Barton, of Virginia, obtained the floor, and remark- 
ing that he had been forty years in public life, and 
had never made the motion he now intended, and 
which he thought should be carried out of self-re- 
spect, moved that the house adjourn. 

Which motion prevailing, the house adjourned. 
Wepnespay, Jan. 5. The journal of yesterday 
having been read, Mr. .4dams moved to amend it as 
follows: 

“Strike out the instructions from the journal of 
yesterday, on his motion of December 14, as Mr. A. 
says he withdrew the instructions and only moved to 
refer, the speaker having stated, on that day, the in- 
structions were not in order, except by general con- 
sent, and Mr. Cave Johnson having objected thereto.” 
Mr. Meriwether moved to lay the amendment on 
the table. 

Mr. .f4dams called for the yeas and nays, which 


78. So the amendment was laid on the table. 

Mr Briggs called for the orders of the day. 

The speaker stated the business before the house to 
to be the question on the appeal taken yesterday by 
ork (Mr. Bowne) from 
the decision of the speaker: [by which decision the 
question of order raised by Mr. Bowne against the re- 
marks of Mr. Arnold was overruled, and Mr. A. per- 
mitted to proceed}. 

The appeal was briefly debated by Mr. Gentry, who 
appealed to the justice of the house to allow his col- 
league (Mr. Arnold) an opportunity of replying to the 
remarks that had been made by the gentlemen from 








New Hampshire, (Messrs. Eastmun and Burke), 
whose speeches, although out of order, having been 


‘allowed by the house, an opportunity of reply, which 


would, from the necessity of the case, also be out of 
order, should be given to his colleague. 


Mr. Hopkins was about submitting a remark, when 


ielded th d, Mr. Fill f th - 
Mr. Roosevelt appealed to the gentleman who made Jat per bemncragued pp mbmang tare im te fo way ar re 


mittee of ways and means, reported the following 
bill: 

A BILL to authorise an issue of treasury notes. 

Be it enacted, &c. That the president of the United 
States is hereby authorised to cause treasury notes, 
in lieu of those heretofore or hereafter redeemed, to 
be issued forsuch sum or sums as the exigencies of 
the government may require, but not exceeding the 
sum of five millions of dollars of this emission out- 
standing at any one time, and to be issued under the 
limitations of other provisions contained in the act 
entitled ‘‘an act to authorise the issuing of treasury 
notes,” approved the twelfth of October, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and thirty-seven, and as modified 
by an act entitled “‘an act additional to the act on the 
subject of treasury notes,” approved the thirty-first 
of March, one thousand eight hundred and forty, ex- 
cept that the authority hereby given to issue treasury 
notes shall expire at the end of one year from the 
passage of this act, if not sooner terminated under 
the proviso to this section: provided, that the authori- 
ty hereby given to issue treasury notes shall cease 
and determine as soon as the loan authorised by the 
act of July twenty-first, one thousand eight hundred 
and forty-one, or which may be authorised by any 
other act, shall be negotiated and rendered available. 


Mr. Stuart, of Illinois, moved to lay the bill on the 
table. 

Mr. W. Cost Johnson said he would vote against 
laying the bill on the table, although he would be 
compelled to vote against the bill itself. 


And the question on the motion of Mr. Stuart was 
taken and decided in the negative, yeas 33, nays 163. 

So the motion to lay the bill on the table was re- 
jected. . 

And on motion of Mr. Filimore, the bill was re- 
ferred to the committee of the whole on the state of 
the union, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. McKeon gave notice that when this bill came 
up he should offer an amendment to it, repealing the 





Tennessee to order. 


303 








My. -4rnold said he believed his case now came up 
before the house. [A laugh.] 
Mr. Bowne demanded the yeas and nays on the 
question of appeal; which were ordered by the house. 
The speaker then stated the question. He had un- 
derstood the gentleman from N. York (Mr. Bowne) 
tocall the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. Arnold) 
to order for irrelevant remarks. The speaker had 
overruled the Pom of order, deciding that although 
the remarks of the gentleman from Tennessee were, 
strictly, out of order, yet he could not arrest them, 
after the debate had been allowed such a latitude by 
the house. From this decision the gentleman from 
New York had taken an appeal to the house; and the 
question was now on that appeal. 
The clerk then commenced calling the roll on the 


question, “shall the decision of the speaker stand as 


the judgment of the house?” and— 

Mr. .4dams’ name having been called, Mr. A. said 
he understood the question to be, whether the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. Arnold) should be per- 
mitted to make a speech here in direct defiance of 
the rules of the house; and that the speaker had de- 
cided that he should proceed in direct defiance of the 
rules, because the speaker had already permitted 
others to speak in the same manner. He could 
not vote to sustain the speaker in that position; be- 
cause in doing it he must vote in annihilation of the 
rules themselves. He held the speaker responsible— 
the rule itself said he should be—for arresting any 
member the moment he gets out of order; and the 
speaker could not justify a subsequent decision for 
violating the rules of this house, because it had been 
done before. It was intimately connected with the 
existence of the rule itself; and therefore he could not 
vote to sustain the speaker’s decision. 

The speaker remarked that he had decided yester- 
day in the hurry of the moment that this appeal was 
debatable; but from further reference to the rules he 
was satisfied that it was not, appeals on questions of 
irrelevancy and personality not being debatable. And 
he would add that as the gentleman (Mr. 4dams) in- 
sisted on the rigid application of the rules, he would 
call the gentleman to order. 


Mr. ddams. This is a new decision, is it! It stops 
me. I say, ‘‘no,” then, to the support of the speaker’s 
decision. 

The question was then taken, and decided in the 
negative as follows: yeas 67, nays 89. 

Thus the appeal from the decision of the speaker 
was sustained. 

Mr. .4rnold said he supposed he might now be al- 
lowed to proceed in order. 


The speaker said that the gentleman from Tenn. 
(Mr. Arnold), having been called to order only for 
irrelevant remarks, would now be allowed to pro- 
ceed in order. 

Mr. Arnold said he would endeavor to proceed in 
order. 

The speaker said, to avoid further difficulty, he 
would state to the gentleman that this was a mere 
question of reference, and now, after the decision of 
the house, the debate must be confined strictly to the 
limits of the rule. 


Mr. Arnold said he had been afraid of that.— 
[Laughter.] He was of the opinion that the motion 
might be made to the house that he should be per- 
are to reply to the gentlemann from New Hamp- 
shire. 

Mr. Gilmer wished to make a suggestion to the 
gentleman from Tennessee. 


Mr. Arnold said he understood the proposition the 
gentleman wished to make, and could not agree to 
it. If it would not be in order to exhibit his statis- 
tics to the house and the country, and run a parallel 
between the misery, poverty and wretchedness of 
New Hampshire, and the prosperity, buoyancy and 
hope of Tennessee, this opportunity of speaking 
could avail him nothing. If he could not do this, he 
must die as gracefully as he could. He could not 
expect to die as gracefully as Cxsar did at the foot 
of Pompey’s statue; but he was situated a little like 
Cesar, in this respect, that he might say to the ve- 
nerable gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. Adams), 
“Et tu Brute!” [General laughter.] 


Under the circumstances of this case, he should 
unquestionably be justified before the world, and by 
his constituents, in writing out his speech and pub- 
lishing his statistics; he would be following the ex- 
ample of the venerable gentleman from Masssachu- 
setis in one thing, and the bright and glorious exam- 
ple of the hon. gentleman from N. Hampshire, {Mr. 
Burke), whose speech was a written one. There- 
fore, as they seemed to apply the rules to him, he 
would withdraw the motion for reconsideration; and 
a supposed they would adjourn, go home, and take 

inner. 


Mr, Hopkins then moved that the house adjourn, 





distribution act. 


| and the house adjourned, 
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_CenrraL. America, Bahze, December 4. General 
bee! of the United States arrived here yesterday 
in the Florida Blanco. 1 


George. We understand the 


we " neral shortly proceeds 
on some diplimatic mission to 


uatemala. 


il. General Murphy took his departure for 


i on Thursday last under a salute from Fort 
orge. 

November 20. We have inserted in this day’s paper 
two documents, taken from “El Redactor Official de 
Honduras,” in which it will be seen that after two years’ 
negotiation there is little apparent prospect of the British 
claims on Central America being nearer a settlement 
now than there was then. We apprehend that if the 
Central American states will not listen to the represen- 
tations of the British government conveyed through 
respectable and accredited agents, our ministers will re- 
sort to other measures than those of diplomacy to make 
themselves understood and atteneded to. 


Tue Papers or Aaron Burr. Mr. F. L. Claiborne, 
formerly a member of congress from Mississippi, and 
now one of the editors of the Natchez Free T'rader, has 


been publishing some reminiscences of the treasons of 


Aaron Burr. e find in them the following information 
and promise: 

‘*When the interview took place between Burr and the 
Mississippi commissioners, near the mouth of the Bayou 
Pierre, he had those documents in his_possession, and 
his remarkable words, in reference to General Wilkin- 
son, have been already cited. ‘If I am _ sacrificed my 
portfolio will prove him to be a villain.’ Had that pori- 
folio embraced only the evidence of his own design, it 
would have been then, or previously destroyed; ut it 
contained matter deeply involving parties, who then, and 
since stood high in the country, and he no doubt deter- 
mined to preserve it as a guarantee for their silence. 
These papers we have rcason to believe, were deposited 
before he went to Cules’ Creek, or perhaps, before he met 
the commissioners, under seal, with the laie Judge Burin; 
they afterwards passed into custody of the late Benja- 
mine Osmun, one of the securities on his recognizance, 
who had entire faith in his integrity—at whose house he 
was last seen in the territory, and who supplied him with 
the facilities of escape. Why these papers were never 
reclaimed, or if they were never delivered, we have no 
means of determining. How they came into our posses- 
sion, itis very easy to explain. Colonel Osmun was the 
nearest neighbor of the late General Claiborne, and up 
to the death of the latter, they remained most intimate 
friends, although differing widely in their estimate of 
Burr. Having no family, Colonel Osmun was long in 
the habit of keeping his most valuable papers at the do- 
micile of his friend, and he continued this practice up to 
the period of his own demise. When this happened, his 
executor, the late Judge Taylor (whose mind, however, 
was much impaired, before he entered upon his trust) re- 


moved, as was supposed, all the papers of the deceased. | 


Many years afterwards, however, we found among a 
voluminous mass of documents collected by various pub- 
lic men, and deposited at the domicile of our late father, 
several packages of letters belonging to Colonel Osmun, 
and with them the papers of Aaron Burr. He had no 
living representative: Colonel Osmun had died without 
any known heirs; his executor, and two or three execu- 
tors and adniibistrators in succession, had all been swept 
off and we consider ourselves fairly entitled to the custo- 
dy and the use of so rare and valuable a deposit. It is 
scarcely necessary to say, they will explain much that 
has hitherto been conjectural, and will establish beyond 
the shadow of a doubt that if a former vice president of 
the United States was engaged in an unlawful scheme of 
ambition, he had for his coadjutors some of the must dis- 
tinguished men of the nation.” 


THE MUTINEERS OF THE CReEoLE. A letter from New 
Orleans under date of 21st ult. says: 

“A passenger in the brig Susan, which arrived here 
on the 19th inst. from Kingston, Jamaica, (left ou the 
30th ultimo) says that three or four days betore he left, a 
small schounor arrived from Nassau, with about 80 or 
70 negroes, and he understood that they were a portion 
of those taken into Nassau by the brig Crevle—the in- 
habitants or authorities would not allow them to land— 
the schooner was anchored off the town—they were 
looked upon asa gang of murderers, and the inhabi- 
tants did not appear disposed to have any thing to do 
with them. The schooner was still lying at anchor 
with the negroes on board when he left.” 


ComumerciaL EMPORIUM. On December 28th, a large 
meeting was held at Niblo’s, New York, to take into 
consideration the effects apprehended against the pros- 
perity of the city from the opening of the rail road be- 
tween Albany and Boston. Resolutions were adopted 
calling for a strenuous prosecution of the Erie rail read. 


Detaware. The Delaware State Journal of the 4th 
instant says: “It is a source of extreme gratification, 
while so many of the states of the union are so deeply in- 
volved in debt, that our own ‘little Delaware’ is not only 
without debt, but bas an actual surplus of half a _ million 
in the treasury. ‘Tne auditor’s account, presented to the 
legislature last winter, shows the amount in the state 
treasury to be $518,693 92, including the school fund, 
which was $179,283 91. ‘I"he estimate of the expenses 
for the year 184] was $16,414, and the state revenue 


He came on shore to the go- 
vernment house, under asalute of eleven guns from Fort 


340,000. A pig of lead weighs about 69 |bs. 


26,395,900 pounds, which estimated at 3} cents, gives 


ture of New York states that the nett profits of the Utica 
and Schenectady rail road for the last five years have 
been $238,837 per annum on an average, or 13} per cent. 
per annum on the capital, and prays the legislature to 
restrict the rate of fare to two cents per mile. 


the Philadelphia and Reading rail road passed over the 
line of their road from Reading to Pottsville, on the 1st 
instant, returning at ten minutes past 2 o’clock P. M 
fg star(ed from Pottsville for Philadelphia and arrived 
at Fe 

Total time, including stoppages, 5 hours and 40 minutes; 
total running time 4 hours and 48 minutes. 


rages. This statement differs in essential particulars from 
the news before received. 


mail, ; 
further particulars of the affair. 


for the same time $23,810: being an income of $7,396 
above the outlay.” 


Emierants. Colonel Oakley, of Tremont, in the 
county of Tazewell, afier spending the summerin Eu- 
rope, reached St. Louis on his way home last week, 
and is probably by this time in Tremont. In St. Louis. 
he informed a gentleman, with whom we_ conversed, 
that he had received assurances of the croigration to Illi- 
nois, within the ensuing year, of about 50,000 souls from. 
England alone. Their removal is under the direction of 
an organized association, whose arrangements are near- 
ly all completed, so that the main fact here stated may 
be relied on. 
effect in circulation during the fall, but supposed it to be’ 
exagyerated by the addition of one. cipher at least, if not 
two, Mr. Oakley says the disposition in Conuaay to 
emigrate to the United States is equally general; but Mis- 
sourl there seems to be the chief point of attraction. 


[Peoria (Ill.) Register, 


EMIGRATION FRoM Great Brirain. A public meeting 
was held in London on the 30th of November, called by 
the lord mayor, for the purpose of considering the impor- 
tant subject of emigration as the great means of relief 
for the hundreds of thousands of unemployed persons in 
valious parts of the kingdom, and at the same time as a 
means of relief for the distress existing in almost every 
one of the British colonies for the want of labor. It was 
said by the chairman that every year fifty thousand of 
their fellow subjects were expatriating themselves to the 
United States, and it was the duty of the government to 

ive a tendency to the tide of emigration to their own co- 
onies. [Nat. Intel. 


A Denaware Farm. The Wilmington Republican 
says: “The demand for good farms in this county re- 
inains unabated. We have just heard of the sale of 
Elleslie,the estate of the late Archibald Hamilton, esq. to 
a gentleman of Philadelphia, for $10,500. This proper- 
ty is situated on the river Delaware, two and a half miles 
above the city, and contains less than 200 acres. A good 
sale of very good property. ‘Ihe purchaser intends to 
embellish it with handsome new buildings and many so- 
lid improvements.” 


Iowa. The message of governor Chambers has the 
commendable merit of brevity, if no other. The go- 
vernor recommends to the legislature a respectful but 
earnest appeal to congress for an appropriation to re- 
move the obstruction to the navigatiun of the Upper 
Mississippi, and very justly insists that the river naviga- 
tion of the west is as much entitled to the aid of the ge- 
neral government as the improvement of eastern har- 
bors, bays, and rivers. He says that the loss of property 
onthe Rapids during a few years, added to the increas- 
ed price of freight, is equal to the amount necessary to 
eut a channel through their whole extent. Appended 
to the message are the letters of governor Reynolds and 
governor Chambers upon the question of disputed boun- 
dary. The latter declines,on the ground of a want of 
power, to agree upon a case to be taken up to the su- 
preme court of the Uniied States for its decision of the 
niatter in controversy. [Missouri Repub. 


Hay. The Wiscasset Intelligencer states that five 
ships have taken from that port, the present season, 475 
tons of hay, at $14 per ten—making siz thousand six 
hundred and fifty dollars, and 1729 barrels of potatoes, 
probably worth two thousand dollars. 


THE LEAD TRADE. One of the most important items 
of western commerce is the lead from the Galena (IIlj.) 
mineral region. We learn from the St. Luuis Republi- 
can, that in 1839 there were received in that city 375,000 

igs, in 1840, 352,000; and in 1841, thus, far 395,000. 
his nearly all goes to New Orleans. At the latter city 
there were received in 1839, 300000 pigs; in 1840, 
352,000, and in 1842, up to the middle of November, 
The 


amount received at St. Louis, this year, is, therefore, 


he vaiue of this trade alune at $917,325. 


Maryxanp. The house of delegates on the 31st ult. 
refused by a vote of 56 to 21, to grant leave for tiie intro- 
duction of a bill to repeal the tax Jaw passed at the 
last sessivn. On the 3d of the present month, Francis 
Thomas was inaugurated as governor. 


A PROFITABLE RAIL ROAD. A memorial to the legisla- 


Ratt roap. The president, managers and officers of 


ters’ Island Bridge ten minutes before 8 P. M. 


Santa Fe exrenition. The Missouri, (St. Louis) Re- 
erter has the following account of the capture of the 
exian Santa Fe expedition and of the subsequent out- 


The following is the substance of the news brought by 
We wait for authentic statements before giving 








of eight Americans arrived at Independence on the 13t 


It »ppears that a part 


We saw.a paragraph sumewhat to this | P® 


es 


instant, bringing information of the na of the entire 
body, of troops sent to Santa Fe by Texian gover,- 
ment. For several days previously to the arrival of ;},,, 
Texian troops, the Mexican population had been muck, 
alarmed, and doubted not that the Texians would con. 

uer the province. On the 8th of September last, M, 

owland, of the Texian army, with bury and Ba. 
ker, arrived at Santa Fe, and on the Itha Calietnet 
brought news of the approach of the hostile force — 
Howard was ordered not to leave for eight days, but he 
and his companions escaped on the 12th—Three days 
after an Indian and a Mexican, residents of Texas, ap. 

ared and gave exaggerated accounts of the insurrec. 
tions and forces of the Texians. The Mexican militia 
immediately were marched out to meet the enemy, and 
the foreigners ordered to con‘ine themselves to Santa Fe 
Archuletta at the head of the Mexicans met colonel Cook 
who had under his command 90 men and officers—an,j 
after an ineffectual attempt at negociation on the part of 
the Texians, who stated that their object was to invite 
the New Mexicans to unite with Texas, Archuletta in. 
sisted upon a surrender ora fight. In opposition to Col. 
Cook's advice, the whole force under him immediately 
surrendered without firing a gun, on condition of per- 
sonal safety. 

On the 7th of October news was brought to Santa Fe 
of the surrender of Colonel McCloud with his whole ar. 
my—200 in number. The Texians were stripped and 
their pre rty distributed. The Texian proclamations 
and all the papers found upon them were thrown into a 
pile, and burnt before the prisoners and foreigners who 
were driven forward to witness the conflagration. Ken. 
dall, (the editor of the N. Orleans Picayune), and twelve 
traders were taken with Cook’s division—and their pass- 
ports destroyed with the other documen's. The whole 
number of prisoners, barefoot and half naked, were 
marched off to the capital, a distance of 2,000 miles—over 
frozen ground and unproiected against the severe cold. 
Howland and Baker were taken and shot by the orders 
of the government—Roseburry was killed. On the 16:h 
October the governor wrote to our consul, ordering al! 
foreigners to remain in the city for twenty days. As soon 
as the governor departed, his nephew, who is his confi- 
dential secretary, accompanied by a mob, attacked the 
house of the consul and wounded him severely. Many 
Americans were arrested and thrown into prison, but 
were released on the governor’s return, he consul, 
Mr. Alvarez, was refused a passport, until the lateness 
of the season should render his journey to the United 
States imminently dangerous. At last, in company with 
sixteen Americans and taking 67 horses and mules, he 
set forward; but eight only reached the United States. 
Five parted frorn him at the Arkansas, to make their way 
to kort Gibson or Texas. ; 

The cause of this disastrous failure of the Texians is 
said be the dissensions_which had broken out among the 
troops on the route. Four Americans were murdered 
and the perpetrators of the crime suffered to escape with 
impunity. ‘The Mexican officers and people were par- 
ticularly vindictive towards the Americans, and seemed 
determined to break up their traffic, to secure a monopoly 
for the natives. 


Specie. The N. Y. Express gives the following state- 
ment of the export of coin from that port forthe last fif- 
teen months. 





Exports from Silver. Gold. 

24th Sept. to 3lst Oct. 1,439 941 1,598 
Ist Nov. to 30th Nov. 1,315,283 41,992 
Ist Dec. to 3lst Dec. 721.871 33.218 
Ist Jan. to 31si Jan. 366 807 19,964 
Ist Feb. to 28th Fel. 462,653 38.299 
Ist March to 31st March 157,103 7,035 
Ist April to 30th April 88.683 22,041 
ist May to 3lst May 316,625 17,600 
Ist June to 30th June 417,942 66.291 
Ist July to 3lst July 245,440 30.260 
ist August to 3lst August 616,585 12 288 
Ist Sept. to 30th Sept. 2,192,717 31,465 
4st Oct. to 3ist Oct. 1,135,000 134,129 
Ist Noy. to 30th Nov. 583,444 481,045 
Ist Dec. ta 31st Dec. 203,785 39,245 
10,278,159 1,022,680 


Scnuynxintt navication. The business on this im- 
portant work is now over, and the canal is now closed 
for the season. We give below the result of the year's 
operations, and when itis recollected that that the da- 
mage done to the canal by the severe freshets in Janua- 
ry last prevented boats from running until afier the mid- 
dle ot May, it will at once be seen that, had business 
commenced at the usual period, the receipts would have 
exceeded those of any previous year. 


The receipts for toll on the Schuylkill canal during the 


year 1841, have been $560,035 61 
In 1840 424 590 80 
1839 504,904 12 
1838 505.351 04 
1837 604,124 34 
1836 522,633 26 
1835 433.486 25 
1834 299,841 06 
1833 335,486 63 
1832 265,550 43 
[Phila. Amer. 


Justice Witry. The jury at New York have found 
Wiley guilty of the charge of receiving the money of the 
Frederick County bank, knowing it to be stclen. He 


was strongly recommended to the mercy of the court.— 





A bill of exceptions was filed by his counsel. 
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